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SPRING IS COMING!  

In the Easter season, the German Section of the ISHR and 

the Human Rights Center Cottbus are planning a new joint 

delivery of 1,000 packages to refugees from IS in Iraq. 

What is your section planning and undertaking this spring? 

Let us know for the next issue!  

 

Featured this month: 

 Prof. T. Schirrmacher: Lecture at the CDU in Solingen  

 ISHR Albania: Humanitarian aid delivery continues, 

planning for the future in progress 

 ISHR Germany: Geneva Summit 2017 Women's Rights  

Prize awarded to Shirin  

 Myanmar: UN reports mass murder of Rohingyas 

 Events: Thomas Schirrmacher visits the Special Advisor 

for Religious Minorities in Washington 

 

 

“We cannot all succeed when half of us are held 

back”– Malala Yousafazai  

 

 

 
IMPORTANT 
DATES:  

    March 8 

International Women’s Day 

March 21 

International Day for the 

Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination   

March 24 

International Day for the 

Right to the Truth concerning 

Gross Human Rights 

Violations and for the Dignity 

of Victims 

March 31 

Annual Assembly of the 

German Section of the ISHR 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Protect Muslims; suppress Islamists  

 

(21.02.2017) “The secular state must equally guarantee 

freedom of religion for freedom loving Muslims and use 

its monopoly on the use of force to suppress those 

Islamists who are enemies of freedom of religion.” This 

was my main thesis I presented at a lecture I give each 

year in Solingen around the same time to Mrs Merkel’s 

political party the Christian Democratic Union (CDU). 

 

Religious freedom is never achieved half-heartedly, but 

only if all religions work and fight for it and the 

government is willing to protect peaceful citizens against other. One simply must protect Muslims from 

whoever would threaten their freedom of religion—as well, of course as protecting oriental Christians and 

converts from Islam to Christianity—especially from those Muslims who are called Islamists, whose goal is 

the abolition of religious freedom or who would justify or even use violence. 

Freedom of religion, as is true with all human rights, must not only be made legally possible; fundamental 

rights must be actively defended by means of the monopoly of force of the state against all those who justify, 

propagate, or practice abuses of those rights. 

Thomas Schirrmacher  

FROM THE SECTIONS 

ISHR Germany 

‘Shirin’, a Yazidi from Iraq and former slave of ISIS, receives Geneva Summit 2017 Women's Rights Prize 

(21.02.2017) The Geneva Summit for Human Rights and Democracy is an annual human rights summit 

funded by a coalition of 20 non-governmental organizations. Each year, on the eve of the General Assembly 

of the United Nations Human Rights Council, activists from around the world meet to strengthen 

international awareness of human rights situations. 

The Geneva Summit 2017 Women's Rights Prize 

This year's Geneva Summit Women’s Rights Prize was  

awarded to "Shirin", a liberated former slave of the 

"Islamic State" (IS) from Kurdistan in northern Iraq 

who wrote the book ‘I Remain a Daughter of the Light’. 

In her speech, "Shirin" described her experiences 

during her time enslaved by the "Islamic State".  

"Then the girls eight years old and older and the young 

women were separated from their mothers. They were 

intended for enslavement, trafficking and abuse. A total 

of seven IS leaders were responsible for the planning of 

[the northern Iraqi city] Shingal. That is why seven of 

the 70 women were screened, and each of the IS leaders 

was rewarded with a girl. I was one of the girls of the 

seven who was handed over to an IS leader”… 

Prof. Thomas Schirrmacher speaking at the CDU party 
meeting in Solingen  

 

Shirin delivers her speech at the Geneva Summit for Human 
Rights  & Democracy on her story of enslavement and escape 
from IS 
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“I was beaten every day, and also by his wife. As soon as the wife of Nasr left the house, even if it was only for 

a short time, I was raped and abused by the man. Even if I had homesickness and missed my family, I was 

beaten. When the ISIS leader Nasr had fallen, I was resold to several men”. “In total, I was captured by ISIS 

for nine months and sold nine times.” 

Her speech was very emotional as she discussed these unimaginably horrible things that happened to her. 

She expressed deep sadness, because so many of her friends and loved ones are still being held captive by the 

‘Islamic State’ today. Shirin also stated her demands from the international community, including the 

liberation and support for the 3,000 women and children 

who remain captured, a war crimes tribunal to hold the IS 

leaders who were responsible for the massacre against 

Yazidis in Shingal accountable, and aid projects to accept 

and assist liberated women and children abroad.   

The German Section of the ISHR has been working to assist 

Yazidi women, including Shirin, who have suffered 

immensely as slaves at the hands of IS since 2014.  Khalil 

Al-Rasho, director of humanitarian aid in Iraq for the 

German Section of the ISHR, helped Shirin to flee Iraq and 

come to Germany and has been helping to support her ever 

since. He also helped to coordinate the prize and attended 

the conference by her side.  

Edited & translated by: 

 Maya Robinson, ISHR Germany 

ISHR Albania  

Humanitarian aid continues, planning for the future in progress 

(20.03.2017) In the past, ISHR Albania has been a national section focused mostly on the distribution of 

humanitarian aid, due to the wonderful and continuous support given to the section by Mrs. Katrin 

Bornmüller. The ISHR Albania is in the stage of placing future priorities and areas of interventions, as well 

as consolidating its capacity to reach potential donors both locally and abroad, which can support potential 

projects in the near future. 

Alongside the continuation of humanitarian aid distribution, ISHR Albania will enhance its capacity in the 

development and management of long-term projects, which address issues of human rights violations in the 

country, given that Albania is a country that has emerged from one of the worst communist dictatorships in 

Europe. As such, Albania inherited a problematic legacy in terms of respect for human rights. 

As a result of managerial problems over the years by ISHR Albania, the section is in a restructuring phase. 

The Board is being completed and the responsibilities of each board member are being defined. The 

organization is on the path of formalizing activities to be carried out, as well as any decision made by either 

the Board or members; in the past, the section’s activities and work was not documented properly. The 

intention is that it is time for the organization to build its institutional memory. 

Because of the informal means of operation over the years, ISHR Albania was lacking a membership database 

with data and information about ISHR’s members, so a detailed database is being constructed step by step. 

The membership is currently extending throughout Albania; since about 6 months ago, ISHR Albania was 

labeled as an organization mainly spread geographically in northern Albania. 

Shirin (left) is pictured with Can Dündar (center), a 
persecuted Turkish journalist who also spoke at the Summit, 
and Khalil al Rasho (right) 
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Humanitarian aid activity; a case to be remembered 

On January 13, 2017, approximately 15 tons of humanitarian aid 

was sent by the ISHR Wittlich Group to Albania. Under Albanian 

law, a cooperation agreement with the Municipality of Koplik in 

Malesia e Madhe a region in Northern Albania was signed, as it 

was decided by Board members. The load was stored in a 

warehouse located in the region not far away from the 

municipality building. Amongst the humanitarian items were 

some packages that were destined for Kosovo, and also for the 

office of ISHR in Albania. Under Albanian law, an entity whose 

aid was donated must be transparent in the process of 

distribution and the donor possesses the right to be provided 

with the checklist of delivered goods and the distribution list. 

Also, the donor must participate in the distribution process. 

The municipality broke the law by not only not giving the ISHR Albania boxes that belonged to it, but did not 

provide any of the documents to the ISHR as required by law. Even though the mayor was asked repeatedly 

by the President of ISHR Albania, Mrs. Margarita Kola, the documents have still not been made available to 

ISHR Albania. 

Under these circumstances, the Mayor of Koplik Municipality Mr. Tonin Morina stopped any sort of 

communication with ISHR Albania and did not respond to the official request from Mrs. Katrin Bornmüller. 

The President of ISHR Albania, Mrs. Margarita Kola, addressed the issue to a TV investigative program called 

FIX. 

Again facing silence with no signs of communication from the municipality, ISHR Albania filed the case to 

the office of District Attorney's criminal charges, in Shkoder City. The case is under investigation. 

Furthermore, Koplik Mayor is aiming to put pressure on ISHR Albania, especially on Mrs. Margarita Kola, 

not to proceed further with case investigation, by filing a claim to the court against Mrs. Kola accusing her of 

defamation. The case is being tried by the court of Shkodra. The German Ambassador in Albania was notified 

of this matter. 

Fundraising Efforts 

From February 7th to 11th, Mrs. Kola paid a visit to Munich, 

Germany. The visit was supported financially from the 

President of the Wittlich group of ISHR Germany, Mrs. 

Katrin Bornmüller. 

The goal of the visit was to bring awareness of the tough 

reality of Albania as the poorest country in Europe and also 

with a high level of corruption. In the long run, with the view 

of contacting potential donors that could support future 

projects of ISHR Albania, two presentation sessions were 

held in front of two Munich Rotary Clubs.  

 Margarita Kola 

President of ISHR Albania  

 

Humanitarian aid delivered to Albania from 
Germany. Photo: Margarita Kola 

 

Members of ISHR Albania meet with potential donors in 

Munich  
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CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS  

UN reports on mass murder and rape of Rohingyas in Myanmar 

(14.03.2017) In a report issued on February 3, 2017 by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR) of the United Nations, horrific crimes against humanity, including mass murder, rape, and 

enforced disappearances of Rohiygas, a Muslim minority in the Rakhine state of Myanmar were revealed. 

These occurred as a part of a ‘clearance operation’ of the state security forces in the north of Rakhine in an 

alleged search for perpretators of deadly raids on border police. 

Even more recently on March 13, 2017, Ms. Yanghee 

Lee, Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human 

Rights in Myanmar, issued a statement in which she 

described the horrendous acts told to her by Rohingya 

refugees in Bangladesh:  

“I heard allegation after allegation of horrific events 

like these – slitting of throats, indiscriminate 

shootings, setting alight houses with people tied up 

inside and throwing very young children into the fire, 

as well as gang rapes and other sexual violence. Even 

men, young and old, broke down and cried in front of 

me telling me about what they went through and their 

losses”.  

“Putting these experiences together with the 

institutionalized discrimination and long-standing 

persecution of the Rohingya population which I have 

reported on previously… indicates the government 

may be trying to expel the Rohingya population from 

the country altogether” (UN - OHCHR, 2017). 

The UN reported that an estimated 65,000 Rohingya have been forced to flee to Bangladesh as result of 

ongoing persecution; 22,000 fled over the course of week during this period of terrorization from the army 

in the ‘lockdown’ area. In an interview conducted by the ISHR Germany with the Mohammed Ibrahim, 

member of Board of Trustee of the European Rohingya Council in October 2016, he had also reported to us 

about the lockdown and military campaign:  

 “Simply put, current human rights abuses by the 

Burmese troops since October 9 of this year (2016) 

fit what UN officials describe as “Ethnic Cleansing”. 

We receive reports of mass rapes, and arrests. The 

area is completely locked down, barring the access 

of independent media and humanitarian aid. The 

movement of people is completely restricted in the 

area. The government is lying to the international 

community, by claiming that there are no human 

rights abuses, while blocking independent media 

access”.   

Rohingya girl in a refugee camp that had not had food in 5 days.  
Photo: Steve Gumaer 

 

Living conditions for Rohingya refugees in 2013. Photo: Steve Gumaer 
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Mr. Ibrahim emphasized that emergency humanitarian aid is the most immediate need to be met to help 

Rohingyas, as well as severe diplomatic pressure and economic sanctioning by European states against the 

government of Myanmar, in order to put an end to the 37 year period of ongoing persecution of Rohingyas.  

ISHR EVENTS  

Thomas Schirrmacher and Vollkmar Klein visit the Special 

Advisor for Religious Minorities in the Near East & South / 

Central Asia in the State Department in Washington 

(23.02.2017) During their participation in the 2017 National Prayer 

Breakfast in Washington, Volkmar Klein, Member of the German 

Bundestag, and the President of the International Society for Human 

Rights, Thomas Schirrmacher, met with the Special Advisor for 

Religious Minorities in the Near East and South/Central Asia, Knox 

Thames. He is presently the highest ranking official working on the 

topic of religious freedom in the State Department. Thames reported 

on his most recent trips, while Klein and Schirrmacher reported on 

the Berlin Conference of Parliamentarians for Freedom of Religion or 

Belief and initiatives of the ISHR. 

In addition, Klein and Schirrmacher met separately and jointly in 

Washington with numerous politicians, researchers, and experts 

associated with the topic of religious freedom. Some of the most 

prominent of these meetings was with the King of Jordan, Abdullah 

II ibn Al Hussein, with parliamentary representatives of the Balkans, with the Foreign Minister of Togo, and 

with the Sudanese Ambassador.  Furthermore, they completed an annual visit with Frank Wolf, who 

represented Arlington in the United States House of Representatives from 1980 to 2015, initiated numerous 

religious liberty laws, and has founded the 21st Century Wilberforce Initiative since entering retirement. The 

21st Century Wilberforce Initiative is a research institute for matters relating to religious liberty which 

became known through a report on Nigeria by Nathan Wineigner.   

Klein and Schirrmacher both 

welcomed the fact that President 

Donald Trump has greatly 

emphasized the meaning of 

religious freedom for all 

religions. At the same time, they 

expressed their apprehension 

that the topic could easily be 

misused, and that previous 

actions could yield contrary 

results, for instance by limiting 

the number of legal refugees to 

50,000.  

Bonner Querschnitte, 05/2017 

Thomas Schirrmacher with the King of Jordan, 

Abdullah II. bin al-Hussein © IIRF  

In the Embassy of Sudan (from left to right): Deborah Fikes, Thomas Schirrmacher, 

Ambassador Maowia O. Khalid, Bishop Efraim Tendero [Secretary-General of the WAS] © 

IIRF 


