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My Experience in Busan 
The 10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches took place in Busan, Republic of Korea, from 30 Oct to 6 Nov 2013. TC 

Chair, Dr Thomas Schirrmacher, shares his thoughts about this important gathering.  

The Theological Commission of the World Evangelical Alliance (with the help of four staff members of our Interna. onal Office 
and two staff members of the Interna onal 
Ins tute for Religious Freedom) was  much 
involved in the General Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches in Busan. Dr Rolf 
Hille was a member of the programme 
commi ee, I myself a member of the public 
issues commi ee. Within this commi ee I 
chaired the sub‐commi ee wri ng a 
decalara on aginst religious fana sm and for 
religious freedom, that was accepted and 
published by the business plenary of the 
WCC. In some plenaries and many workshops 
we got the chance to present an evangelical 
perspec ve. Thus our director Dr Roslaee 
Velosso Ewell gave a presenta on on 
theological educa on from an evangelical 

perspec ve. Together with the fact that we 
have a standing representa ve of the Mission Commission of WEA on the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, the 
changes compared to some decades ago are amazing. 

We also were warmly welcomed by the WCC leadership and by many church leaders from all over the world. Especially the 
Orthodox and Eastern church leaders took me to meet us in private. Clearly the WCC leadership did not want us just to say 
polite words, but to present our case and be involved in the discussions. Two mes there were special ‘confessional’ 
mee ngs in the official programme, among them one for ‘Evangelicals’ (WEA), in which we could discuss our strategy and 
other things among ourselves!  
This General Assembly was much different from earlier gatherings. There was a much wider room for ecumenical guests like 
us. There was no syncre sm—that is, in the official programme there were no religious ceremonies or prayers from 
adherents of other religions; they only gave some short word of gree ngs. Also other hot topics that cons tute problems for 
Evangelialcs decades ago have changed. Thus the WCC leadership did not give any statement on homosexuality. With the 
excep on of a strong statement by a Russian Metropolitan in the business plenary, the topic was le  to private discussion. 

Of course the programme was diverse in theological posi ons. Overall the Bible studies were very good and close to our 
understanding. The business plenaries were construc ve and well planned. The topical plenaries differed from each other in 
theological perspec ves; the mission plenary lacked a sec on on verbal evangelism. 

My plenary speech (see photo) was a difficult task. On the one hand I had to distance myself from ugly demonstra ons 
against the WCC that were taking place outside the General Assembly and thank the WCC for its willing coopera on and for 
giving so much me to present our case; on the other hand, I had to explain our differences, including a strong statement 
against the human rights situa on in North Korea. As there had been some heated debate over the new mission statement of 
WCC, I explained that the statement does not contain anything we could not sign, that it contains several ’evangelical’ 
paragraphs on mission and the verbal communica on of the gospel, but that we would have given the different topic a much 
different emphasis.  

For more informa on on the General Assembly, visit the official website wcc2013.info  The World Evangelical Alliance will 
hold its next General Assembly in October 2014, in Seoul, Republic of Korea. 

Dr Thomas Schirrmacher, Chair of TC, addresses the WCC General Assembly 
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Invitation to National & Regional  

Theological Commissions  

The WEA and its Theological Commission invites all board 
members of theological commissions (or groups with simi‐
lar status) of na onal or regional evangelical alliances to 
a end the General Assembly of WEA to be held in Seoul in 
October 2014. The General Assembly will involve leaders of 
Evangelical Alliances, members and partners of WEA com‐
missions and ini a ves, WEA associate members and global 
partners, member church networks and denomina ons, as 
well as global and local invited guests. For more infor‐
ma on visit h p://www.worldea.org/ga2014  

We will par cipate in the general agenda (including many 
plenaries and workshops planed by the TC), but every day 
we will have special planning mee ngs and discussion mes 
to deal with our own agendas and issues of the TCs. This is 
the f rst me in history when all the boards of all the re‐
gional and na onal TCs will be able to meet one another 
face to face. Such personal interac on is fundamental as 
we seek to strengthen the service and work of the TCs for 
the coming years. Please contact TC Execu ve Chair, Dr 
Thomas Schirrmacher with your RSVP and for more infor‐
ma on  chair_tc@worldea.com  

David Gitari—a Tribute 
Rev Dr David Gitari was chair of the WEA Theological Commission 1980‐86 and an ac ve par cipant 
in many of its consulta ons. He died on 30 Sept 2012 a er a short illness, aged 76.  

He was also a former General Secretary of the Pan‐African Fellowship of Evangelical Students, and of 
the Bible Society of Kenya, and Anglican Bishop of Mt. Kenya East from 1975, and Bishop of Kirinyaga 
Diocese from 1990; in 1997 he became Archbishop of Kenya, re ring in 2002. Strongly inf uenced by 
the Lausanne Congress, he was a leading advocate of holis c witness in Kenya.  

Rev Dr Bruce Nicholls, who was Execu ve Secretary of the TC 1975‐86 and worked closely with Dr 
Gitari wrote this tribute.   

 

David Gitari, one of Africa’s truly great men of God died on 30th September 2013 a er a short illness, aged 76. I 
remember visi ng Embu, where David was bishop of Mount Kenya, East diocese, and I was greatly inspired by his 
vision for church plan ng, and the theological training on his clergy. He had a great sense of humor, and a rau-
cous laugh.  

He was well known for his evangelis c missions to university students. He was a commi ed defender of the evan-
gelical faith in an age of theological liberalism. He fearlessly opposed corrup on in the church and in the govern-
ment. Three mes he had to escape in the middle of the night by those who tried to kill him. He served as Arch-
bishop, and Primate of the Anglican Church of Kenya, from 1997 un l his re rement in 2002.  

When the World Evangelical Fellowship formed its Theological Commission with 28 members, in 1975, Bishop 
David Gitari was one of three Africans appointed. He faithfully served the Commission for 10 years, and was 
Chairman from ?? un l his re rement to 1986. He took part in several consulta ons, and contributed significant 
papers to them.  

We thank the Lord for his vision, his wisdom, and his leadership in the world of theological educa on, along side 
his churchmanship. We send our sympathy to his bereaved family. 

Dr Gitari wrote the following ar cles for Evangelical Review of Theology: ‘The claims of Jesus in the African context’ (October 
1982 215‐223) and ‘Church and Poli cs’ (July 2004 220‐231).  

TC Publications 
The f agship publica on of The WEA Theological Commission 
is the quarterly scholarly journal, Evangelical Review of The-
ology  (click here and see page 4) available from Paternoster 
Periodicals. We also publish this Theological News quarterly 
which is available for download from our website and it is 
also made available to those interested by email.  

The two most recently published books are Jesus, Salva on 
and the Jewish People: Statement and Papers from Consulta-

on on Jewish Evangelism edited by David Parker 
(Paternoster, 2011) and Local Theology for the Global 
Church: Principles for an Evangelical Approach to Contextual-
iza on edited by Ma hew Cook et al. (William Carey, 2010) 

Plans are in hand to update the history of the Theological 
Commission, Discerning the Obedience of Faith by David Par‐
ker to cover the period since its original publica on in 2005. 
A  new series, Global Issues, is also under planning.  

In addi on to these books and newsle ers, the TC has issued 
a number of papers and statements from its consulta ons. 
For more informa on on these and earlier publica ons,  visit 
our website or contact the Execu ve Director 
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New Rector for International Baptist Seminary  
A Sco sh Bap st educator and former pastor, Stuart Blythe, has been named rector of the Interna onal Bap st Theological 
Study Centre in Amsterdam, a school owned by the European Bap st Federa on in the process of reloca ng from the Czech 
Republic. Stuart Blythe, currently interim principal of the Sco sh Bap st College, is a 1989 graduate of the seminary will be 
the f rst IBTS alum to lead the school established in 1949 to rebuild and unify European Bap sts following World War II.  

IBTS moved to Prague in 1997, in response to changes in the European Bap st landscape a er the fall of the Iron Curtain. Last 
year, trustees responded to declining revenues and costs associated with maintaining an aging campus by vo ng to establish a 
Bap st house, embedded in VU University of Amsterdam, to concentrate on doctor of philosophy study in Bap st/Anabap st 
studies and mission and prac cal theology. The shi  also recognizes that local seminaries have sprung up to offer undergradu‐
ate and master’s degrees, but there is a con nuing need for doctoral studies. Bap st students could s ll study toward master’s 
degrees at IBTS, but they would be awarded by VU University, a public school started by Dutch Calvinists that already hosts 
several seminaries, including the Bap st Seminary of the Netherlands.  

Blythe received a Ph.D. in homile cs from the University of Edinburgh in 2009. On faculty at Sco sh Bap st College since 
2005, his primary areas of teaching and research are in prac cal theology. Parush Parushev, a na ve of Bulgaria who has 
served as interim rector since former rector Keith Jones’ appointment ended this year, has warmly welcomed Blythe’s selec‐

on.  

Source: Adapted from a report by Bob Allen on ABP News 

TC Executive Director joins UBS 
Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell has recently 
been voted onto the Global Council of 
the United Bible Society. Dr Velloso 
Ewell took part in recent Global Coun‐
cil mee ngs called to discuss various 
policy and strategic planning ma ers 
for UBS and to elect the new officers of 
the council. Dr Vellose Ewell’s main 
responsibility is to facilitate collabora‐

on with evangelical and independent 
church leaders from around the globe.  

In a statement about the mee ngs, Dr 
Velloso Ewell said, ‘It is indeed a great 
honour to be part of such a wonderful 
team and to work with people from 
around the world on behalf of biblical 
literacy. My work with the UBS Global 

Council f ts in very well with the Theological Commission's commitment to Scriptural engagement and our work towards pro‐
mo ng theological educa on in churches, seminaries and Bible colleges. It is my hope that in this new role I will also be able 
to help na onal alliances be er connect with na onal Bible socie es so as to strengthen the churches and the witness of 
Chris ans worldwide.’ 

‘Reimagining the Seminary’ 
 

Earlier this term, Mr John Baxter‐Brown, member of the TC 
Working Group, and Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell served on the plan‐
ning commi ee and as facilitators at a consulta on in Bucharest, 
Romania, "Reimagining the Seminary". The aim of the confer‐
ence was to promote be er conversa ons between presidents 
of seminaries in Eastern Europe and to examine the insights from 
the Child Theology Movement on the curriculum of those semi‐
naries. The proceedings of the consulta on will later be pub‐
lished and will include a series of essays on "best prac ces" in 
theological educa on. 

Bill Preva e (Oxford Centre for Mission Studies), Corneliu Con‐
stan neau (president of the host seminary in Bucharest), John 

Baxter‐Brown (WEA‐TC). 
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 Filling the Gap—Studies in Early Christianity 
By Dr Raymond J. Laird, Honorary Fellow of the Centre for Early Chris an Studies, Brisbane, Australia  

The Early Chris an Centuries Conference, held 3‐5 October 2013, at the Centre for Early Chris an Studies (Australian Catho‐
lic University) Melbourne, Australia in conjunc on with Asia‐Pacif c Early Chris an Studies Society, brought together fellow 
researchers in Early Chris anity from around the world. It tes f ed to the widening interest in patris c studies by scholars 
from non‐Catholic and non‐Orthodox situa ons. I remember well the huge gap in the curriculum given to me some decades 
ago when f rst lecturing in church history. It seemed that, apart from a few fourth and f h century Church Councils, li le of 
signif cance had happened since the apostolic era, as we rushed through a few notables in the second and third centuries, 
focused on Nicaea in the fourth and Chalcedon in the f h, and then skimmed across a millennium to the Reforma on. This 
may sound extreme, as students may have been able to take further units in church history, but the reality was that the usu‐
al concentra on on the fourth and f h centuries in one subject, and upon the Reforma on in another, signif cant as these 
were in the life of the church, in one sense intensif ed the problem.  

 Thus, at this conference it was interes ng to note that beside the Catholic and the Greek and Russian Orthodox par‐
cipants, there were Lutheran, Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, Anglican, Cop c, Bap st, and Church of Christ personnel mak‐

ing contribu ons. This phenomenon was matched by the universi es from which faculty members and researchers had 
come, especially the six Japanese universi es at which some form of Chris an history could be studied. Not so surprising, but 
unexpected enough especially in our recent cultural dri , were the eleven Australian universi es where the same applied. 
 The quality of the plenary addresses and the sessional papers, for the most part, were of a high standard. As the 
theme of the conference was on Men and Women, a en on tended to lean towards the roles of women, marriage and sex‐
uality, and the methodological problems arising therefrom in interpre ng the primary texts. An outstanding address on op‐
posing posi ons on the moral and theological status of sexuality in the f h century CE was presented by Professor Mathijs 
Lamberigts from the Katholieke Universiteit, Leuven, Belgium. Professor Elaine Wright from the University of Auckland was 
also in f ne form in her presenta on on weaving together a complex web of the various tradi ons of New Testament studies 
and those of Early Chris an studies concerning women, focusing upon the methodological issues in such a task. Professor 
Claudia Rapp from the University of Vienna also le  the conference par cipants with much to ponder in her paper on blood 

es in late an quity and the elements involved in recas ng of these social rela ons by Chris anity.  

Par cipants had a rich feast of papers laid out for them from which to choose in the sessional groups. Forty‐two papers, 
in three parallel sessions at each si ng allowed each par cipant to a empt to absorb f een papers in the two and one‐half 
days. The sessions I a ended were closely related to my main research interest, John Chrysostom, but there was me also to 
hear a paper on “Augus ne of Hippo as public advocate of women’s rights”, by Hubertus R. Drobner from the University of 
Paderborn in Germany, and a few papers by various par cipants on Maximus the Confessor, the seventh century monas c 
theologian, who was tortured and exiled by Emperor Constans II for his defence of Chalcedonian Christology. At the begin‐
ning of the Conference, Andrew McGowan, Warden of Trinity College at the University of Melbourne, and the Joan Munro 
Professor of Historical Theology, Trinity College Theological School, gave a thought‐provoking keynote paper on the con‐
struc on of liturgical prac ce in early Chris anity, taking the ritual of foot‐washing as a case in which gender probably deter‐
mined what could be allowed to be admi ed into the liturgy.  

The conference may have commenced with a focus on women, but it was to close with the f nal keynote paper on the 
projec ons of male grandeur onto God and their reciprocal reinforcement of men as divinely sanc oned values. This was 
presented by William Loader FAHA, from Murdoch University, Western Australia. It raised some interes ng ques ons on the 
New Testament text, sugges ng there are ironic elements which are subversive of male grandeur, both in Mark’s passion 
story, and Paul’s self cri ques and his spiritual es. Loader claims that great care is required in the handling of the biblical 
text: “At stake is the construc on of human personhood and the nature of God.” 

 All in all this was an outstanding conference, well organised, rich in its content, and of las ng worth. I have long felt 
that to live in ignorance of our past is to open ourselves to poverty in wisdom, and that to lose our collec ve memory is to 
expose our civilisa on to taking paths that lead to disintegra on. However, if the trends ref ected in this conference, its top‐
ics and a endees mean anything, they could point to the deep psychological yearning of a growing number of hearts to ex‐
plore not only the whole range of heritage builders and wardens of the Chris an faith, but also to discern and restore the 
fast fading founda ons and fabric of the civilisa ons which emerged from embracement of Chris anity.  

My own contribu on was a paper en tled “It is all in the mindset: John Chrysostom and the great moments of personal 
des ny”, which in an expanded form is soon to be published as part of a selec on of the Conference papers.  
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TC Executive Director Visits Lebanon  

to Present Christian Witness Document 
TC Execu. ve Director, Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell visited Lebanon to par cipate in a discussion on the Arabic language version 
of the landmark document, Chris an Witness in a Mul ‐Religious World: Recommenda ons for Conduct February 11, 2014, at 
the Arab Bap st Theological Seminary (ABTS) in Beirut, Lebanon. This important gathering was hosted by The Ins tute of 
Middle East Studies in collabora on with World Vision Lebanon.  

Following an introduc on by Rev. Charles Costa, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of ABTS, two of the key contributors to 
the document, John Baxter‐Brown, former consultant on evangelism to the World Council of Churches and current member 
of the WEA‐TC Working Group, and Rosalee Velloso Ewell, Execu ve Director of the WEA Theological Commission, presented 
the document, discussing both its content and the process by which it was developed. Velloso Ewell said, ‘This document is 
unique and its necessity lies in its nature: it is genuinely a mission document, it is genuinely an ecumenical document, it is 
genuinely an inter‐religious document, it is genuinely a biblical document, and it is a historic document. Despite its brevity 
and simplicity, it is necessary in that these things have never been said jointly, by these three bodies who represent about 
95% of Chris ans worldwide.’. 

Then followed a signif cant forum discussion between representa ves of Maronite‐Catholic, Eastern‐Orthodox, Arab‐Bap st, 
and Sunni‐Muslim tradi ons regarding the document’s poten al signif cance for Lebanon and the broader Middle Eastern 
context. The panel was moderated by television personality Dr Imed Dabbour and included Bishop Dr Paul Rouhana, Maro‐

nite Bishop of Sarba, Lebanon and 
former General Secretary of the Mid‐
dle East Council of Churches; Fr. Dr 
George Massouh, Director of the 
Center for Chris an‐Muslim Studies 
at Balamand University and Priest of 
Aley Orthodox Parish, Lebanon; Rev. 
Dr Hikmat Kashouh, Research Faculty 
at ABTS and Senior Pastor at Hadath 
Bap st Church, Lebanon; Sheikh Dr 
Mohammed Nuqqari, Director of the 
Islamic‐Chris an Forum for Business‐

Changes  at World Evangelical Alliance 
General Assembly Postponed—Leader to Step Down  

The General Assembly of the World Evangelical Alliance, originally due to be held in Seoul Korea in October 2014, has been 
postponed. The official announcement,  dated 11 Feb 2014, stated that ‘The decision centred on recent internal divisions 
among the evangelical community and challenges they pose for holding an Assembly there at this me.’ (see WEA website 
News) It is expected that alterna ve arrangements will be made and related ac vi es will be re‐planned. 

On 7 March, 2014 another statement was released announcing that the Secretary General, Dr Geoff Tunnicliffe will conclude 
his work with WEA at the end of 2014. He has served in the post since 2005, one of the longest tenures in the history of the 
organisa on. The Interna onal Council said that WEA was ‘immeasurably stronger’ because of his leadership. IC Chair, Rev 
Ndaba Mazabane, said, ’His contribu on to the work has been outstanding. God led Geoff to us in his providence and has now 
led him to leave the posi on to younger leadership.’ (see WEA website News) 

ABTS students & staff who par cipated in the Chris an Witness Document presenta on and 
in a NT class taught by Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell  Cont. on p 2 
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New Head for TEDS 
President  of Union University (Jackson, TN), David S. Dockery, will assume the leadership of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 
in Deerf eld, Ill., on June 1 a er the ins tu on's Board of Regents unanimously elected him as president Feb. 28, 2014. Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School, one of the most highly respected evangelical ins tu ons in the country, is one of four schools 
comprising Trinity Interna onal University—Trinity College, Trinity Graduate School, Trinity Law School. Total enrolment for 
the university is about 2,800.  

‘David Dockery is truly an evangelical statesperson,’ said John D. Woodbridge, research professor of church history and the 
history of Chris an thought at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. ‘He is one of the most respected Chris an educators, au‐
thors, theologians and biblical scholars in the United States. Members of the community at TIU look forward to giving Dr 
Dockery their full and enthusias c support as he leads them in crea ng an educa on for students that integrates the gospel 
of Jesus Christ with a f rst class educa on.’  

Dockery said he looks forward to ref ec ng the inf uence and leadership of ‘20th century evangelical giants’ like Kenneth 
Kantzer and Carl Henry, who invested heavily at Trinity. ‘Our commitments to Chris an higher educa on in general and theo‐
logical educa on in par cular, our desire to serve the global church and the broader evangelical world and our interests in 
cultural engagement are all present in a most visible way in and through Trinity,’ Dockery said. He added that he was grateful 
for the privilege to provide leadership to an ins tu on with a strong commitment to preparing leaders for the global church. 
‘It is an opportunity that we f nd both exci ng and daun ng, invi ng and in mida ng. To be granted such a key leadership 
role for the larger evangelical community in this country and around the world for the coming years of the 21st century is 
certainly a great blessing and a joyful opportunity to contemplate.’  

Dockery has been President of Union University for nearly 18 years, during which the ins tu on saw 16 straight years of in‐
creasing enrolment, more than doubled in size, and expanded the budget and assets by a factor of nearly four. 

Source: h p://www.bpnews.net/BPnews.asp?id=42099 (adapted) 

men in Lebanon, head of the Sunni Court in Chtaura, former general director of Dar‐al‐Fatwa, and professor at St. Joseph 
University, Lebanon. ‘This document is a road map for all Chris an denomina ons to work and pray together for reconcilia‐

on in a very sensi ve region,’ said Maronite Bishop Paul Rouhana.  Bap st Rev. Dr Hikmat Khasouh cau oned, ‘The ecumeni‐
cal work plays a vital role as long as it does not dampen the voice of evangelism. It is vital because it invites us to listen and 
engage with one another, to ask ques ons and answer others. It teaches us humility and openness. .’  Adding a Sunni‐Muslim 
voice to the discussion was Sheikh Dr Mohamad Nuqqari, who made the observa on that ‘the principles of the document are 
applicable to Muslims as much as they are applicable to Chris ans.’ In a endance were persons of a variety of Lebanese 
churches, denomina ons and backgrounds who posed a variety of challenging, yet enriching ques ons. In the end, all of the 
speakers encouraged not only intra‐religious dialogue as much as inter‐religious dialogue, but also envisioned and empha‐
sized the need for solid steps to achieve this dialogue in the prac ce of daily life. 
IMES has also announced that a consulta on on Christ‐centred discipleshipwill be held 16‐20 June, 2014 featuring Dr Rosalee 
Velloso Ewell, Dr J Dudley Woodberry (Fuller Seminary) and Dr J Andrew Kirk (IBTS). For more informa on, contact IMES 
IMES@abtslebanon.org 
Source: adapted from h p://imeslebanon.wordpress.com/2014/02/13/chris an‐witness‐in‐a‐mul ‐religious‐world‐recommenda ons‐for‐conduct‐event‐
highlights/ Posted on February 13, 2014 by IMES  

First Steps in Missionary Training 
                       New tle launched in TC Book Series 

A book on  ‘f rst steps in missionary training’ has been launched in the TC’s World of Theology 
series. It is wri en by Thomas K Johnson, of Global Scholars and Mar n Bucer Seminary and fo‐
cuses on the importance of General Revela on as an essen al component for mission prac ce 
and theology. It points out that the Paul’s le er to the Romans, which was wri en to explain his 
missionary efforts and to train Chris ans there to conf dently share the gospel, begins with pro‐
found discussion of the posi on of all humanity before God– general revela on and common 
grace. (see more on page 4) The author (PhD Ethics, University of Iowa) has lived in Prague since 
1996 where he has taught philosophy at Charles University and is Vice President for Research at 
Mar n Bucer European School of Theology.  

The World of Theology Series is issued by the WEA Theological Commission and is available  on 
the Mar n Bucer website resource page (www.bucer.de) 

Lebanon Cont. from p 1 
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TC Chair welcomes the Coptic Pope to Germany 
During his pastoral visit to Europe, Pope Theodoros II, Cop c Patriarch 
of Alexandria and Pope of the Chair of Saint Mark, held official mee ngs 
at Saint Antonius Cloister in Kröffelbach/Waldsolms, Germany. He was 
welcomed in Germany by Thomas Schirrmacher, Chair of the Theologi‐
cal Commission of the World Evangelical Alliance, who was leading a 
delega on of six people. 

Schirrmacher asked, ‘Why is the Cop c Church important for world 
Chris anity?’ The Copts are not Chris ans ‘because it pays well.’ Rather, 
since its beginnings the Cop c Church has been the Church of the Mar‐
tyrs, answered Schirrmacher, ‘because faith in God and in our holy Re‐
deemer Jesus Christ was seen as more important than anything else in 
the world.’ He illustrated this with the f rst Chris an witnesses in his 
hometown, Bonn, Germany. According to tradi on, in the fourth centu‐

ry, two Cop c Chris ans went to Bonn as Roman army officers, Cassius and Floren us. They died there as martyrs for the faith, 
and they are now commemorated by large sculptures in front of the cathedral in Münster, Germany. 

The Cop c Church has been repeatedly, almost con nuously, persecuted through much of its history. At f rst the Romans per‐
secuted the Copts, and then western Chris an rulers con nued the oppression, such that the Copts f rst regarded Muslim rul‐
ers as their liberators during the early Muslim centuries, un l the ‘on again, off again’ persecu on by Muslims began. Unfortu‐
nately this historical pa ern has not come to an end. Schirrmacher noted, ‘I cannot only talk about the persecu on of the 
church of the past but also of the church of the present. The Cop c Church is an example of believing in Jesus regardless of the 
costs.’  

Schirrmacher encouraged those present to pray for the church in Egypt but simultaneously to ask poli cal leaders to do every‐
thing possible for peace and freedom of religion. But in spite of the immense suffering, he believes that God is the one who has 
sent Chris ans from Egypt to Europe, ‘where things are not going so well for the Chris an faith.’ Many have come to Europe 
because they are seeking freedom, ‘but I beg you from the bo om of my heart, do not forget Europe.’ A cloister such as 
Kröffelbach does not only exist to be a gathering point for Cop c Chris ans ‘but also so that the gospel can shine to the people 
in Germany and Europe who no longer know Jesus.’ 

A er his remarks Schirrmacher gave the Pope a selec on of books about the theme of martyrdom which have been published 
under the auspices of the Interna onal Ins tute for Religious Freedom of the WEA. The Pope responded with gracious thanks 
and conf rmed that martyrdom is a signif cant theme for his church, both in history and in the present. A representa ve of 
Bonn Prof les asked about the current security situa on of Chris ans in Egypt. The Pope conf rmed that this situa on con nues 
to be rather difficult. Chris ans truly desire to live in peace and in a spirit of love of neighbours, especially with Muslims. But 
according to the Pope, the Chris an life in Egypt is marked by ‘blood, sweat, and tears.’ 

There was a concluding worship service in the very crowded cloister church, for which many Egyp an Chris ans travelled great 
distances. Then Pope Theodoros held a private mee ng with the WEA delega on before addi onal mee ngs with both reli‐
gious and poli cal leaders in Europe. 

Evangelical-Catholic Talks Conclude 
The current round of Evangelical‐Catholic talks will conclude at a session to be held at Bad Blankenburg, Germany from 31 
August to 6 September, 2014. According to the convenor of the WEA team, Dr Rolf Hille, the purpose of this mee ng will be to 
f nalize a statement on the talks which will be wri en ‘for the grass roots level on both sides’, that is, the various bishops’ con‐
ferences and the na onal Evangelical Alliances. Part of the process will be also the evalua on of a ques onnaire that has been 
distributed. Those on the WEA panel besides Dr Hille are Dr Leonardo De Chirico (Italy), Rev José De Segovia Barrón (Spain), 
Rev Dr Joel C. Elowsky (USA), Rev Dr Timoteo D. Gener (Philippines), Prof. Dr James Nkansah–Obrempong (Kenya, Vice–Chair, 
WEA Theological Commission) and Professor Dr Claus Schwambach (Brazil). The convenor of the Catholic Panel is Revd Msgr 
Juan Usma Gómez. 

A preparatory mee ng for this round of discussions was held in 2008 with the f rst working session taking place in 2009 in São 
Paulo, Brazil, focusing on doctrinal and ethical convergences between the two groups. A second session was held at the Va ‐
can in 2011 working on scripture and tradi on with considera on given to hermeneu cal issues and authority.  Wheaton USA 
was the loca on of the third session devoted to soteriology and issues affec ng it such as ecclesiology. The fourth working 
session was held in 2013 in Guatemala City where a en on was given to representa ve surveys about rela onships between 
the two groups in places such as ‘Bible belts’ where evangelicals predominate or opposite situa on in La n America and other 
countries, and issues such as collabora on and religious freedom were paramount. 

It is more than a decade since the previous round of Evangelical‐Catholic talks concluded.  
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First Steps in Missionary Training 
By Thomas K Johnson, Global Scholars and Mar n Bucer Seminary  

 

In a very broad sense, the book of Romans was wri en by Paul as a missionary training manual. He wrote it 
as an organic part of his missionary work, to explain his mission efforts to the church in Rome, to gain sup‐
port from the church, and especially to train the en re church in Rome to become a missionary church. You 
see this from the way the book starts, f nishes, and is organized around the topic of the spread of the gos‐
pel to the en re world.  

If this claim is true, then the book of Romans should again become central for missionary training.  We want all our missionaries 
(which means all Chris ans!) to be able to say, with Paul, ‘I am not ashamed of the gospel,’ and to really know what they mean 
with these words, why they are convinced this is true, how this relates to human experience, and what kind of life f ows from this 
message. 

What is truly astonishing is that the very f rst theme of the apostle, a er his missionary framework (Romans 1:1‐15) and gospel 
summary (Romans 1:16‐17), is not the gospel.  Paul’s f rst theme is the divine‐human conf ict which forms the background for all of 
human experience prior to faith in the gospel. This conf ict has to do with God’s general revela on, the human suppression of that 
revela on, God’s wrath, and his common grace. Paul regarded understanding these truths about God and humanity as the f rst 
step to prepare the Chris ans in Rome to become effec ve missionaries; this understanding is also strategically important for our 

me.  

Paul understood that the en re human race is wrestling with God prior to the me when anyone hears the gospel. Conf ict with 
God is the central theme of human existence. Understanding this conf ict, this wrestling match of the ages between God and hu‐
manity, is the f rst step toward serious missionary courage and power. Understanding this conf ict also provides crucial intellectual 
tools needed by all Chris ans as missionaries. The human race is lost and is con nually suppressing their God‐given knowledge of 
God. Nevertheless, even when people suppress their naturally given knowledge of God, the created order of the universe con nu‐
ally impinges on human life and consciousness, so that human life is a con nual wrestling match with God and his created order, 
regardless of the belief or unbelief of a person or culture. 

God’s general revela on forms the hidden theological assump on for all of life for all people regardless of culture or religion, an 
assump on that is both used and denied at the same me by unbelievers as part of their conf ict with God. Though ul missionaries 
(which we all should become) will make this otherwise hidden assump on explicit in their own understanding of life and the gos‐
pel; then we can use this understanding to present the gospel wisely and boldly. 

 A Pauline understanding of general revela on provides a theory of knowledge, a philosophy of culture, a system of social cri cism, 
an evalua ve philosophy of religion, a complex philosophical anthropology, and a founda on for social ethics, all as a framework 
for world missions. Paul’s complete worldview was unlike most philosophical theories we encounter, but this total worldview gave 
him both courage and guidance to lead the na ons to faith in Jesus. Paul’s God was con nually speaking through crea on in a man‐
ner that no one can avoid and which is the founda on for all of human consciousness, life, and experience, even if people o en 
want to avoid God’s presence and speech. It seems like people cannot acknowledge it.   

For Paul, God’s self‐revela on through crea on, even when denied and suppressed, is fundamental for all that makes us human, 
including our internal contradic ons, and especially our irrepressible religious drives and hard‐to‐deny ethical knowledge. Because 
Paul understood the complex, con nuous, and universal divine‐human encounter, he was proud of the gospel, conf dent in the 
truth and importance of the gospel, while living in a world of many religions, cultures, and philosophies.  Paul’s missionary intellec‐
tual courage was a gi  of God which came by means of understanding God’s general revela on and the self‐contradictory response 
of people in conf ict with God. 

From  The First Step in Missions Training: how our neighbor are wrestling with God’s general revela on (adapted) (see  also page 2) 

Evangelical Review of Theology April 2014: Applied Trinitarianism  

The April 2014 issue of ERT is a special issue on Applied Trinitarianism, showing how the Trinity provided the church at the be‐
ginning and since with a unif ed faith and philosophy, and mo va on and empowerment for holis c life, understanding and 
worship.  Ar cles from all round the world discuss the Trinity and world view, spirituality, culture, church life and leadership.  
Introduced with a comprehensive overview and concluded with the valuable appendix of important doctrinal statements on the 
Trinity, this is a volume that will inform and inspire. Contact TC for more details  
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TC Executive Director Addresses Consultation on  
Prosperity Theology, Poverty And The Gospel  

Exploring the implications of Prosperity Theology in the current decade 
 

Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell, Executive 
Director of the WEA Theological 
Commission, was one of the key 
speakers at a consultation on pros-
perity theology, poverty and the 
gospel. Her address was titled, ‘Can 
We Offer a Better Theology?’ and 
can be seen on-line at http://
conversation. lausanne.org/en/
resources/detail/13571.   

Dr Ewell was one of about 40 spe-
cialists drawn from all continents—
leading thinkers, pastors and practi-
tioners—who met near São Paulo, 
Brazil, from 30 March – 2 April for 
the conference. The gathering was 
hosted by Valdir Steuernagel, a 
member of the WEA International 
Council and of the Lausanne Board 
of Directors. The consultation built 
on work already undertaken by the 
Lausanne Theology Working Group 

on the Prosperity Gospel in Akropong, Ghana, from 2008-2009. 

It is clear that there is no one single ‘prosperity theology’. Prosperity theologies may be seen in different forms. 
The present major concerns are the forms which undermine the truth of the gospel, parody the grace of God, 
and attribute a power to the preacher, which is a travesty of the power of the Holy Spirit at work through the 
accurate preaching of the Scriptures. The false theology has found widespread appeal in the West. Femi Ade-
leye, based in Ghana, and Director of Church Partnerships for World Vision International, particularly noted the 
influence in this area of American televangelists. 

It was also recognized, as is made clear in The Cape Town Commitment llE, that God does indeed bless in ma-
terial ways, and that there can be a true, biblical relationship between his blessing and human prospering. 

Contributions in Atibaia examined historical, sociological, cultural, economic, and theological contexts in which 
prosperity teachings occur. Presentations brought well-researched and perceptive insights. They examined the 
nature of such contexts and the difficulties created, not least for the biblically illiterate who are unable to cali-
brate the teaching they hear. While such excesses are more graphic in some places than others, these excesses 
bring insidious expressions of an inadequate doctrine of creation, of sin, and of grace which pervades the church 
in many nations. 

Each speaker demonstrated a deep knowledge of at least one continent, and plenary discussion drew further 
insights. The following presentations were delivered: 

 

A foundational paper (Valdir Steuernagel, Maicon Steuernagel) 
‘What is Prosperity Theology: A sociological review’ (Paul Freston) 
‘The New Apostolic Reformation and Prosperity Theology’ (Martin Ocaña) 
‘Giving for a Return in the Prosperity Gospel and the New Testament’ (David Downs) 
‘Protestant Work Ethics and Prosperity Theology’ (Paul Miller) 
‘A Critique of the Way the Bible is Used’ (Femi Adeleye) 
‘The Search for Balance: Prosperity and Poverty in the Bible’ (Kwabena Asamoah-Gyadu) 
‘How is Prosperity Theology Penetrating the Theology and Practice of Mainline Churches?’ (Daniel Salinas) 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.worldea.org/tc
http://conversation.lausanne.org/en/resources/detail/13571
http://conversation.lausanne.org/en/resources/detail/13571
http://conversation.lausanne.org/en/resources/detail/13571
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‘Ethical Dimensions of Prosperity Theology’ (Vinay Samuel; Joel Edwards) 
‘Can We Offer a Better Theology?’ (Rosalee Velloso Ewell) 

 

Michael Oh, Executive Director/CEO of The Lausanne Movement, gave the final address from Romans 12, titled 
‘Calling the Church to Humility, Integrity and Simplicity’. He ended his session with a call to joyful giving: ‘How 
are we to give? Toward our financial poverty that many might have spiritual wealth. Leaders cannot shy away 
from talking about money simply from fears about the abuses of prosperity theology. We need to urge biblical, 
generous giving—sacrificial giving—or we too will be in error’. 

Videos of the presentations will soon be available, and a statement from the consultation will be released later 
this month. A book bringing together a colloquium on issues raised is envisaged, as well as further resources for 
equipping the global church to respond to prosperity theology. 

Source: picture and text (adapted) from http: /www.lausanne.org/en/about/news-releases/2248-prosperity-theology-poverty-and-the-gospel.html 

(Continued from page 1) Consultation 

World of Theology Series 
A listi g of some of the ti les 

 

Thomas K. Johnson: The First Step in Missions Training: How our Neighbors are Wrestling with God’s Gen-
eral Revelatio  

Thomas K. Johnson: Christia  Ethics in Secular Cultures 
Ken Gnanakan: Responsible Stewardship of God’s Creati n 
David Parker: Discerning the Obedience of Faith: A Short History of the World Evangelical Alliance Theo-

logical Commission (in preparati n) 
Thomas Schirrmacher: The Koran and the Bible 
Thomas Schirrmacher (Ed.): William Carey: Theologian – Linguist – Social Reformer 
Thomas Schirrmacher: Advocate of Love – Martin Bucer as Theologian and Pastor 
Thomas Schirrmacher: Culture of Shame / Culture of Guilt 
Thomas Schirrmacher: The Koran and the Bible 
Thomas Schirrmacher” Fundamentalism 

New Book on Ethics in a Global Publishing Project 
World of Theology—Christian Ethics in Secular Cultures  

 

A book on Christian Ethics in Secular Cultures has been launched in the TC’s World of Theology series. 
It is wri� en by Thomas K Johnson of Global Scholars and Martin Bucer Seminary and focuses on the 
relatio ship between the moral principles Christia s should follow within the Christia  community 
and the ethics followed in the secular societi s in which they live.  

The author (PhD Ethics, University of Iowa) has lived in Prague since 1996 where he taught philoso-
phy at Charles University and is now Vice President for Research at Martin Bucer European School of 
Theology.   

He explained, ‘Stated personally, our Christia  moral dilemma is that we have received a revelatio  
of God’s moral will in the Bible and in creati n which must shape our identit  as believers over 
against unbelieving cultures, while our neighbors follow the ethics of other worldviews which should 
concern us deeply. Remember the Holocaust, where the ethics of a secular ideology wreaked de-

struc� on in an enti e society. Christia s must maintain a distinc  Christia  identit  and also seek to contribute to the moral 
consideratio s that shape our cultures.’  

This and other books in the series is available for free download at www.bucer.de/ressourcen/buecher.html. A statement is-
sued by the WEA Theological Commission gives more details of this on-line publishing project. It reads, ‘Because many millions 
of Christia s su� er religious persecutio  or suppression and do not enjoy freedom of the press, they are denied access to 
Christia  books and educati nal materials. However many persecuted Christia  have access to the internet and are reading 
major languages. Therefore the Theological Commission is beginning to release more books and booklets as free downloads.’ 

It went on, ‘In the past the Holy Spirit raised up some key Christia  spokespeople from among the persecuted churches, but 
these spokespeople usually had access to quality Christia  books. By the small step of publishing more books and booklets 
online the Theological Commission hopes to play its part in responding to Christia  persecutio  and in helping to raise up 
Christia  spokespeople within the persecuted church. We strongly desire to develop this process in mul� ple languages and 
mul� ple electronic formats.’ The current list is printed below. 

http://www.lausanne.org/en/about/news-releases/2248-prosperity-theology-poverty-and-the-gospel.html
http://www.bucer.de/ressourcen/buecher.html
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acti iti s of the Christia  Right, but all were aff cted. The existence of organizatio s like Sojourners and ESA was a reminder 
that contemporary evangelicals’ poli� cs did not all skew right. But by now the term “evangelical” oft n is popularly used to 
mean “poli� cally ac� vist conservati e white Christia s.” This is a sad diminutio  of a rich legacy, and has helped to damage the 
evangelical “brand” in many quarters. 
Tomorrow I will a� end my fi st board meeting for Sojourners. This new role refl cts my own ongoing commitment to evangeli-
cal Christia ity, 24 years a� er I joined the sta�  of Evangelicals for Social Actio  and fir t encountered the evangelical world 
outside of the Bapti t South. Both ESA and Sojourners actually predated, and opposed, the Christia  Right. Both have always 
o� ered a “peace-and-justi e” type evangelicalism, and both were among the fir t evangelical organizatio s to embrace moral 
agendas such as peace making, urban poverty, gender equality, racial justi e and creati n care, rooted in a passionate love of 
Christ and love for those Christ loved. Both embody what I � nd a compelling Christia  vision.  
It is clear that younger Christia s as a whole are abandoning culture wars, embracing an inclusive spirit as wide as God's love, 
and seeking a holisti , nuanced faith. I oft n urge disillusioned younger evangelicals not to feel like they need to walk away 
from the evangelical community, even if they do not like what some of its most visible adherents do. Step up to help lead ra-
ther than washing your hands of what is sti l one of the more robust expressions of Chris� anity in the world.  
The future does not look friendly to those congregatio s and religious instit tio s locked into denominati nal subcultures, 
labels and brands in a post-denominati nal age. As Chris� anity in general fades in the United States, all who care about a vital 
Christia  future need to look broadly across the landscape to see where there are signs of life. I urge those not that familiar 
with the global and U.S. evangelical world to give it a closer look. Many readers of this column might be surprised to see how 
“at home” you would feel especially in the progressive wing of evangelical Christia ity. 

(Used by permission of the author. Originally printed http://www.abpnews.com/news/item/28601-that-pesky-word-evangelical) 

(Continued from page 4) Evangelicalism 

 

Bridge the Divide to Discuss Key Issues  
Evangelism, Translation, Church Life and Hermeneutics 

Rob Haskell will be representing the WEA TC at this year's ‘Bridging the Divide’ con-
ference which will take place in the Middle East. ‘Bridging the Divide’ is a group of 
missionaries and scholars, some� mes described as ‘scholar-prac� tio ers,’ that is ded-
icated to bringing the gospel to the Muslim world. The ‘divide’ that the group seeks to 
bridge is controversy surrounding the so called ‘insider movements.’  

One of the questio s that the group handles is to what extent should Muslim con-
verts to Jesus be expected to shed their Muslim identit ? Some argue that since 
‘Muslim’ is significa tly a cultural descriptor, it is appropriate for follows of Jesus to 
sti l use this designati n and parti ipate as much as their new faith allows in their 
nati e culture as a Muslim. Others argue that believers in Jesus should clearly self-
identi y as ‘Christia .’ 

Another important issue is to what extent Bible transla� on should be cra� ed for a 
Muslim audience. This touches on the questio  of whether ‘Son of God’ ought always 
to be rendered using ‘filial language.’ Rob Haskell was on the WEA Independent Bible 
Translatio  Review which last year concluded that ‘the most directly equivalent famil-

ial words with in a given linguis� c and cultural context’ should be used to translate ‘Son of God’ and related terminology. 
However, this issue is broader. For example, should the Old Testament use Muslim names for biblical characters found in the 
OT?  

Another set of issues has to do with whether the Bible supports an ‘insider’ approach to outreach and church planting. Some 
see support for it in the OT testament stories of Naaman and Jonah among others, and NT accounts such as the Samaritan 
woman in John 4 and the Jerusalem council of Acts 15. 

The purpose of Bridging the Divide is to provide space for representa� ves of both sides of the debate to discuss and debate 
these types of questio s in a cordial and respectf l manner, together seeking God's wisdom on these questio s. At this year's 
meeting Rob Haskell will present a paper on the hermeneuti s of the discussion, titl d ‘Insider Movements - An Exercise in 
Mere Hermeneuti s.’ The purpose of the paper is not to argue for one side or the other, but evaluate how scripture is being 
used in the debate and suggest some possible ways to move forward in the area of Biblical interpretatio . It is expected that 
this paper will be published in the WEA TC’s Evangelical Review of Theology. 

 For more informati n, visit, h� p://btdnetwork.org/   h� p://www.worldevangelicals.org/translatio -review/ 

http://sojo.net/
http://www.evangelicalsforsocialaction.org/
http://btdnetwork.org/
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/translation-review/
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 Evangelicalism 
By David Gushee 

Each week someone in the news uses the words “evangelical” or “evangelicalism” as a descriptio , epithet or lament. Oft n 
the most visible uses of the term occur when someone who is “in” wants out, as recently with young evangelical celebri� es 
Rob Bell and Rachel Held Evans, or when in an electio  year some poli� cian is said to be courting “evangelicals.” 
As a Bapti t with 25 years of experience in the “card-carrying” evangelical world, and as one asked to do a new book (with 
Isaac Sharp) for Westminster John Knox Press anthologizing the most important “evangelical” ethical voices of the last 70 
years, I have both a scholarly and personal interest in clarifying understanding of this term.  
At one level, evangelical is a church history term. It refers to renewal movements within Christia ity that have sought great-
er spiritual passion, evangelisti -missionary fervor, moral seriousness and/or theological orthodoxy along one or another 
parameter. In one sense the term could be used to describe early Protestan� sm itself, which began as a renewal movement 
within Catholicism. It has o� en been used to describe other Protestant movements as diverse as German Pieti m, Wesleyan 
Methodism, American revivalism or modern Pentecostalism. 
Someti es the term evangelical is defi ed theologically. Bri� sh historian David Bebbington’s quadrilateral is widely used in 
this way: evangelicalism is characterized by, he says, biblicism, crucicentrism, conversionism and acti ism (biblical authority, 
Cross-focused atonement theology, evangelism and e� or� ul Christia ity). While noting the Bebbington defi i� on, the Na-
tio al Associatio  of Evangelicals (NAE), America’s largest evangelical umbrella group, also o� ers a brief statement of faith 
affirmin tradi� onal Protestant beliefs about biblical inspirati n/authority, Trinitarian theology and a fi al divine judgment. 
While evangelical sub-tradi� ons vary, evangelicals are o� en able to agree on at least bare-bones statements of faith of this 
type.  
American evangelicals are some� mes defi ed by their denominati nal affilia ns or theological streams. The NAE website, 
for example, says, “Our community brings together Reformed, Holiness, Anabapti t, Pentecostal, Charismati  and other tra-
di� ons.” A list of NAE member bodies can be found here. In this sense, evangelicals are Christia s from various tradi� ons 
sharing certain religious goals, beliefs and styles who, over ti e, have developed a sense of community and some shared 
enterprises and instit tio s. Sti l, the very breadth of the evangelical coalitio , including groups with irreconcilable ecclesiol-
ogies, o� en spells trouble for the preserva� on of evangelical unity.   
These days, there is a strong external perceptio  of evangelicals based on social-ethical issues. Evangelicals are viewed as 
an� -this and an� -that. You know the list. Casual observers don’t know or care about theological characteristi s as much as 
these perceived social tendencies.  
It didn’t start o�  that way, either in the deepest historical origins of evangelicalism, as we have seen, or in more recent 
American evangelicalism. 
What came to be known as “American evangelicalism” in the 20th century coalesced during World War II. It was itself a re-
newal movement, this � me within American fundamentalism. Though the evangelicalism of � gures like Carl F.H. Henry never 
did fi d rapprochement with mainline Protestanti m as one found it at the Nati nal Council of Churches or its member bod-
ies, American evangelicalism did seek to move beyond the rigidity and separati m of fundamentalism. These Christia s want-
ed to be known for what they were for, not against. 
Eventually, American evangelicalism became its own religious-instit tio al subculture, with colleges, seminaries, magazines, 
musicians, publishing houses, youth/college ministries, relief and development organizatio s and thousands of congrega-
tio s. Some of these long-predated the birth of modern American evangelicalism, others were its products. You know you 
are an evangelical if your religious subculture includes instit tio s like Christianity Today, Baker Books, NAE, Young Life, 
Campus Crusade, Intervarsity Christia  Fellowship, Thomas Nelson, World Vision, Sojourners, Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, Wheaton College, Calvin College, Fuller Seminary, Evangelicals for Social Ac� on (ESA), Messiah College, Biola Univer-
sity and so on. (I mentio  all of these a� ec� onately; my life/work has intersected with each of these instit tio s.) 
It was the rise of the highly poli� cized Christia  Right in the late 1970s that dramaticall  changed public perceptio  of evan-
gelical Christia ity in the United States. Most of the early leaders of the Christia  Right, such as Jerry Falwell, were be� er 
described as fundamentalists than evangelicals — but unlike older fundamentalists, they decide to engage the public square 
rather than remain withdrawn. They went culture warring. 
The older instit tio s of American evangelicalism, not to mentio  global evangelicalism, did not all respond favorably to the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Global North-South Cooperation for Theological Education 
Key leaders in Global Theological Educa on meet in São Paulo, Brazil 

Fi. y‐six key inf uencers of global theological educa on, represen ng every con nent, gathered 2‐6 June, 2014 in São Paulo, Brazil, for the 
Lausanne Consulta on on Theological Educa on: Toward Biblical Partnership in Global Theological Educa on. The group included seminary 
presidents, ins tu onal principals, heads of accredita on bodies, and leaders in theological educa on suppor ng agencies. In addi on to 
The Lausanne Movement, the consulta on was sponsored by The World Reformed Fellowship, World Evangelical Alliance, Overseas 
Council, Fellowship of Evangelical Seminary Presidents, Langham Partnership, and Interna onal Council of Evangelical Theological 
Educa on (ICETE), WEA‘s global partner for theological educa on represen ng appr. 1000 theological schools, and was hosted by 
Mackenzie Presbyterian University. 

Chaired by Sam Logan, President of the World Reformed Fellowship, a global partner of WEA, and hosted by David Gomes, chancellor of 
Mackenzie Presbyterian University, the consulta on served as a follow‐up to the f rst Lausanne Consulta on on Global Theological 
Educa on in 2012 where 63 key decision makers and leaders of organiza ons that provide, support, or accredit theological educa on, from 
31 countries, gathered on the campus of Gordon‐Conwell Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, MA, USA. At that gathering, it was clear 
that the challenges and opportuni es for theological educa on in the 21st century required the inten onal building, and con nued 
working, of a global community. To that end, this consulta on in São Paulo was a strategic gathering which allowed for explora on and 
emphasis on prac cal steps forward which would enhance South‐East‐West‐North partnerships. 

During the event, par cipants focused on Scripture and ref ec on on the biblical and missional founda on for theological educa on. 
Envisioning the unrealized opportuni es and possibili es that biblical partnerships could achieve gave space for dreams. Finally, case 
studies and focus groups were u lized to examine challenges—cri cal topics such as models of ins tu onal partnerships, partnership in the 
digital age, the role that accredita on plays in facilita ng or hindering partnerships, the sharing of resources, and partnership between 
formal and informal theological educa on. Videos of the presenta ons will soon be available. 

In his plenary, Thomas Schirrmacher presented the view of WEA and its Theological Commission. Approximately 50,000 people are bap sed 
each day in evangelical churches worldwide that do not come from a Chris an background and do not have any basic Bible knowledge, said 
Schirrmacher. This makes Bible engagement the most important task of the worldwide evangelical movement. Any means to enlarge the 
numbers of Bible teachers, pastors and leaders has to be used in a broad global coopera on and also a growing coopera on between 
resident schools, TEE, distance programmes and programmes within local churches. Any tension between those approaches are to costly! 
Otherwise the evangelical movement will loose one of its dis nc ves, being a Bible movement. ‘And if we loose the Bible‘, Schirrmacher 
stated, ‘it is only a ma er of me to loose the other dis nc ve of our movement, the emphasize on a personal rela onship to our saviour 
Jesus Christ, as heresies easily distort his picture and make other persons or goals more important.‘ 

The ten members of the steering commi ee of the consulta on elected Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell to become a second representa ve of the 
Theological Commission of WEA in the commi ee beside Thomas Schirrmacher. 

This is a slightly adapted report which also appeared on the LCWE website 
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Veteran Theological Leader Maintains Busy Program 
Rev Dr Bruce J Nicholls, the f rst Secretary of the WEA Theological Commission and promoter of 
many other similar ventures, now aged 87, is s ll ac ve travelling extensively in Asia to encourage 
theological understanding. In a newsle er of the Asia Research and Development Trust, based in 
Auckland NZ, Dr Nicholls reported on his travels in Indonesia and Korea during August 2014. He 
met with  leaders of theological colleges and universi es in Jakarta. Later, he visited Bandung The‐
ological Seminary to help a team of Indonesian theologians develop the f rst major semester‐long  
distance educa on course on the Chris an worldview. In the middle of the month, he was in 
Seoul, Korea for a consulta on  sponsored by the Asia Theological Associa on, an organiza on 
which he helped to form. The topic of the gathering was ‘The Lordship of Christ in 21st Century 
Asia.’ 8 plenary papers were presented, including one by Dr Nicholls on ‘Rethinking Christ’s Mis‐
sion in 21st Century Asia and the Middle East.’ These papers be published by ATA.  

Dr Nicholls said, ‘I am now devo ng my mature years to strengthening our Chris an engagement with contemporary Islam in 
Asia as it struggles to contain the radical movements of the Taliban, Muslim Brotherhood and al‐Qaeda.’ Later in the year he 
plans to visit Pakistan where he will speak at an interna onal conference on religious harmony, with a paper on the role of 
Chris ans in the way forward for peace and harmony in Asia and the Middle East. While in that country he will visit other col‐
leges and universi es. A second leg of this tour will be a visit to Kathmandu, Nepal, where the growing Chris an popula on, 
now around one million in 8000 small and large churches, suffers from a lack of trained pastoral leadership.  According to 
Nicholls, ‘Theological Educa on by Extension, (TEE) with their correspondence courses, is the only way forward.’ 

In March 2014, Dr Nicholls completed an extensive tour which included visits to Thailand, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bang‐
ladesh  in his role as a senior advisor of the Asia Theological Associa on. During this tour, Dr Nicholls no ced many develop‐
ments, and said that ‘despite persecu on, Christ is establishing his kingdom on earth in these countries.’ As well as TEE, he 
said that on‐line theological educa on could help redress the lack of trained leaders amongst these churches. He also said that 
upgrading the level of basic training from BTh to MDiv was a necessity in many areas where a university degree is well respect‐
ed. He was pleased to note also that there had been a steady growth in new universi es under evangelical leadership with 
public accredita on. In addi on, many evangelical students are now studying in state universi es. Another development is the 
establishment of research centres. He said, ‘From ATA’s incep on in 1970, our vision has been to develop research centres. 
The f rst started in Seoul, under the leadership of Dr Han Chul‐Ha. Research is the greatest long‐term need for ATA‐related 
colleges, so they can produce good Bible commentaries, tracts and theological textbooks.’  

Dr Nicholls, with his wife Kathleen (pictured) is based in Auckland NZ and may be contacted at brucejnicholls@gmail.com   

New Book Review Editor meets with TC in Bonn  
Theological Commission leaders met in Bonn, Germany  on July 14, for discussion and planning. Members 
included Dr Thomas Schirrmacher, Executive Chair, Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell, Executive Director, Dr David 
Parker, Executive Editor of Evangelical Review of Theology, Thomas K. Johnson, John Baxter‐Brown, and 
new Book Review Editor, Mr Michael Borowski. Important items on the agenda were the on‐going plans for 
the TC in the light of changes in WEA leadership, the TC’s websites and its publications especially Review of 
Theology. Internal changes to the publishing arrangements for the journal and the continuing growth in 
popularity of on‐line journals were factors in the discussion. Representation of the TC at various confer‐

ences and other events were also on the agenda, as was the extending of the links and personnel involved.  

Mr Michael Borowski, present for his first meeting, lives in Bielefeld, Germany with his wife Damaris who is an assistant pro‐
fessor at the University of Münster and a PhD candidate in linguistics. Michael holds degrees in Public Law  (Münster) and 
Theology/Divinity (Martin Bucer Seminary and Columbia Int. University) and is currently working towards a Master’s degree 
(ETF, Leuven) and with plans for PhD work in the near future. His research interests focus on ecumenical and fundamental 
theology, political theory and religious freedom. He is Assistant Editor of the International Journal for Religious Freedom and 
works with Dr Schirrmacher in his role as Ambassador for Human Rights for the World Evangelical Alliance. He has also 
worked with Dr Tom Johnson in ‘Hope for Europe.’  He has served in a state social program for the unemployed for six years, 
works now in human resources and has lectured in this f eld at ter ary level, as in theology. 

In his role as Book Review Editor, Michael will be securing appropriate books from publishers and seeking qualified reviewers 
from the global evangelical community. The editorial policy of ERT is to provide coverage of significant books in the general 
fields of theology, ethics, church, missions and the like from around the world, with reviews of around 700 words by writers 
from as wide a range of backgrounds as possible. Offers of books for review and names of potential reviewers should be sent 
to Michael at michael.borowski@gmx.de  
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TC’s Environmental Ethics Book Updated after 10 Years 
Responsible Stewardship of God’s Crea on by Ken Gnanakan 

The newly revised edi on of Dr. Ken Gnanakan’s Responsible Stewardship of God’s Crea on is now available as volume 11 in 
the Global Issues book series. In light of ever increasing interna onal concerns about the environment, Gnanakan agreed to 
update his book which was enjoyed wide circula on when f rst published by the WEA Theological Commission in 2004. His 
efforts pick up themes that were f rst widely addressed in evangelical ethics by Francis Schaeffer in Pollu on and the Death of 
Man (1970).  The renewed publica on of Gnanakan’s book demonstrates that evangelical spokespeople have long been ad‐
dressing global concerns but that the needs now are greater than ever. This updated book, edited by Thomas K. Johnson, in‐
cludes a foreword by Dr. Chris Elisara, Director of the World Evangelical Alliance Crea on Care Task Force. 

Johnson noted that ‘Gnanakan is a master at integra ng his biblical convic ons with prac cal environmental knowledge. He 
freely moves from ar cula ng the rela onship between crea on and redemp on to discussing what this rela on means for 
crea onal stewardship today. This makes his study both very prac cal and very theological.’ Gnanakan is Chancellor of the 
ACTS Group of Ins tu ons (h p://actsgroup.org/)which he founded in 1979 aimed at total development through projects 
involving educa on, environment and health programs. Gnanakan was an ac ve member of the WEA Theological Commission 
for many years, serving as Vice‐Chair.  (For a succinct statement of the theme of the book, see page 4.) 

Johnson added, ‘He interacts cri cally with many of the worldviews and religious beliefs that are inf uencing how our neigh‐
bors think about environmental responsibility while showing that his biblical convic ons lead to prac cal steps that are truly 
signif cant. The whole effort is intended to take crea on care out of the realm of poli cal controversy and into the realm of 
applied Chris an living.’  

‘This study illustrates the goal of the Global Issues series’ Johnson explained, ‘to show that the classical evangelical faith is a 
comprehensive worldview that successfully addresses the whole range of social and ethical problems of the twenty‐f rst cen‐
tury. For this purpose the Global Issues series has a number of authors from mul ple con nents, Europe, North America, Asia, 
and Africa. Star ng with human rights and leading through themes such as religious persecu on, responding to Islam and 
Islamic law, racism, human trafficking, religious extremism, and an introduc on to ethics oriented to business and public life, 
each book introduces a topic that should interest morally serious people. Every book demonstrates the integra on of faith 
and learning at the hand of serious scholars of our me and does so in such a way that readers get an introduc on to crucially 
important topics in just a few hours.’ 

This book, along with the several others in the series, is available as a free download, especially to serve the millions of Chris‐
ans who do not enjoy sufficient freedom of press to access printed books but do have the internet. For a free PDF copy of 

the book, visit h p://www.bucer.org/resources/details/responsible‐stewardship‐of‐gods‐crea on.html. 

‘Bridging the Divide’: Insights, Trust and Encouragement  
The fourth gathering of the 'Bridging the Divide' (BtD) movement (see TN July 2014, p 3) was characterised by prayer, vigorous 
discussion and personal rela onships among those involved in ministry among Muslims. ‘Bridging the Divide’ is a group of mis‐
sionaries and scholars dedicated to bringing the gospel to the Muslim world. 

A report stated that 'more than twenty percent of par cipants this year were brothers and sisters from Muslim backgrounds, 
and all of us prof ted especially from their signif cant contribu on.' It was agreed that their presence 'expanded the range of 
our missiological insight' and that all were 'enriched by hearing their individual spiritual and missional journeys, varied self‐ 
understandings and their spirited interac on.' 

Some of the key topics included 'The Nature of Islam and its Sources of Authority,' and 'Taking the Long View: Church, Disciple‐
making and the Next Genera on.' It was no ceable that on this fourth occasion there was an 'increasing trust and mutual re‐
spect' amongst par cipants. One challenge facing the group was to use Scripture appropriately; there was an effort to 'iden fy 
and avoid some of the faulty assump ons that skew our understandings, interpreta ons and applica ons of Scripture.' It was 
also agreed that there was a need 'to be er translate the fruit of scholarship into prac cal relevance.'  

There was also careful examina on of the different perspec ves each ministry has on Muhammad and the Quran, and how 
these outlooks impact ministry prac ces. It was agreed that it was important 'to recognize that each local Muslim context car‐
ries a unique conf gura on of Muslim poli cal, cultural and religious authority.' Gatherings such as BtD provide valuable oppor‐
tuni es for a safe se ng where par cipants can 'hear and interact openly and honestly with f rst‐hand descrip ons of how 
new believers live and work out their iden es as the ekklesia (community of disciples of Jesus) in these diverse contexts.' 

There was a renewed sense of the importance of the 'ekklesia in the life of believers in the New Testament and throughout 
history' and its con nued value for spiritual growth today. There were reports of 'overcoming tensions, difficul es [and] suspi‐
cion' among ekklesias in some areas which provided encouragement and mo va on for the con nued ministry of the Bridge 
the Divide movement.  For more informa on, visit h p://btdnetwork.org/ 
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 The Environment—Should Christians be Concerned? 
By Ken Gnanakan 

Responsible Stewardship of God’s Crea on (WEA Global Issues Series, No 11, edited by Thomas K Johnson, 2013, p 16f) 

(See ar cle page 3) 

As we read and recognize the intensity of the environmental crisis, a valid question that continues 
to confront us is – Should we be concerned? Perhaps it could be asked – why should we be con-
cerned? Let us make one clarification before we attempt to answer this question. We are not talk-
ing here about the environmentalism, as proposed by the Earth Day followers. The kind of envi-
ronmentalism that originated in the late 60s and early 70s basically represented an attack on de-
velopment and the very ideals of Western civilization. It was even an indictment on the biblical 
doctrine of creation. The various philosophies opposed science, technology and economic devel-
opment, and thereby challenged our industrial/ technological society. It regarded all human 
productivity and progress as an intrusion on the sanctity of nature and on the “rights” of animals.  

While this form of environmentalism may have been justified in its assault on Western consumerist culture, it was 
not right in the way it attacked every aspect of development and human progress. Therefore, when we speak here 
of “environmental concern and action,” it has to do with a more holistic response to the devastation we see today 
and a realistic approach to modern-day issues. Human carelessness, irresponsibility, greed, and waste are fundamen-
tal issues and have to be addressed. 

So, to the question – Should Christians be concerned? The answer is “Definitely!” There is room for a committed 
and concerted Christian response to remedy the disease that threatens our environment. Indeed, the aim of this 
study is to help in bringing about an eco-conscious Christian community. One of the main reasons for engaging in 
environmental action is that we as Christians are committed to the Creator God. This means that our environmental 
action should not merely demonstrate our human concern and care for the world, but should also be an essential 
response for our belief in this Creator. There are two major reasons for involving ourselves in the study of the envi-
ronment and taking positive action towards its protection. 

Firstly, we need to correct the negative impression that some have of the Christian doctrine of creation. The doc-
trine of creation has been attacked for being the root cause for the environmental devastation that threatens us. 
Lynn White Jr., in his often-quoted article written in 1967, accused Christianity of being the most anthropocentric, 
i.e. human-centered, religion. The problem that White points to is largely derived from a particular interpretation of 
Genesis 1:28. God commands man to “rule” and have “dominion” and this is said to have led to an arrogant exploi-
tation of nature. These texts have received increasing attention recently, and renewed attempts have been made to 
understand their meaning within the right context. But the onus rests heavily on us to correct any such false impres-
sions. 

Secondly, and positively, there is the biblical mandate for us to be stewards of God’s creation. The crisis we face has 
to do with the overuse, or even misuse of our resources. We believe in a God who created heaven and earth and 
accept that this same God has entrusted us with the management and care of His creation. Hence, we will need to 
demonstrate a greater sense of responsibility. It is important that we assume the role of stewards seriously. We are 
not only accountable to God, as stewards of His creation, but must also demonstrate a responsibility towards our 
fellow human beings. Unfortunately, rather than using and managing the resources of our environment wisely, we 
have carelessly squandered them, taking it for granted that they will be endlessly available for our selfish consump-
tion. God will provide, we assure ourselves, or very naively we proclaim that God will eventually give us plenty in 
heaven. We need to recognize the dire consequences here and now if we do not act immediately. 

A careful look at the Bible will reveal that ecological and environmental concerns are very much central to its mes-
sage. The Word of God starts with the glorious account of God’s creation. God promised the best of created things 
to the people he made to be his own. The prophets looked forward to a renewed creation, the new heavens and 
the new earth. Jesus displayed a very positive attitude to all that was around him. Paul spoke about creation groan-
ing for redemption, just as much as human beings groan for theirs. The final book, Revelation, concludes with a 
glowing description of the new heavens and the new earth, a glorious continuity of what God has already done for 
the world. And all this calls for an active engagement in protecting the environment, as responsible stewards of 
God’s creation. 
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A Celebration of Service: Honouring Geoff Tunnicliffe’s  

10 years of leadership in the WEA 
The Rev Dr Geoff Tunnicliffe’s tenure as Secretary General and CEO of the World Evan-
gelical Alliance came to its conclusion on 30th December 2014. A. er 10 years of service 
to the WEA Geoff discerned that it was me to step down, to make room for new lead-
ership, and to pursue other interests to which God has called him. As a tribute to his 
years as our colleague and friend, we look back at the last decade of his leadership and 
are grateful to God for Geoff’s life and for all he has give the WEA family. 

At least two things have to men oned: 

First, though he always called himself a ‘generalist,‘ and as CEO he was responsible for 
everything: projects, networks, staff and an assortment of joys and challenges, he stated 
again and again that Evangelicals and the WEA must always be ‘theology driven.’ Thus 
good and sound Biblical theology was not something extra for him, but he expected us, 
as the Theological Commission, to be in the middle of all ac vi es of the WEA, ground-

ing the work and service in the Bible and in good Evangelical theology. This kept us very 
busy, but also allowed for our theological work to be very prac cal and down to earth. A secondary but fundamental result of 
Geoff’s vision of theology is that it allowed the Bible to ‘read us, as WEA’ and to be guided by its words in our decision-making 
process, rather than an over-emphasis on pragma sm or even budgets. Geoff never let tensions grow between pragma sm 
and discussing theology. 

That we are theology-driven became especially true in the WEA’s ecumenical rela ons. Under Geoff’s leadership, the WEA 
established and made official many formal rela ons with other Chris an tradi ons and with the United Na ons. This catapult-
ed the WEA onto the world scene of official dialogues, joint ventures and collabora ons for peace and jus ce. But all these 
were not achieved by doing less theology, but with more theology. Rather than set aside our Evangelical theology in order to 
converse with people of other confessions or tradi ons, we were challenged to think even harder and to offer an even more 
Evangelical theology that could address the issues at hand and be of service to our cons tuency and to the church worldwide. 
An example of this is the coopera on with the Catholic Church, which is built on years of solid work between Pon f cal Council 
for Promo ng Chris an Unity (PCPCU) and the TC examining both what we have in common and where we differ. Geoff’s 
speech at the Va can Synod in 2012 was a unique, bold, and thoroughly biblical call to evangelism – that we witness in every-
thing we are and do to the salva on we have in Jesus Christ.  

Second, Geoff embodied the right mix between a self-conf dent CEO willing to lead and take over responsibility, with the hu-
mility to rely on experts and to listen to others as he prepared speeches or drew plans for a new project. For us in the TC it was 
joyful and great fun to work with Geoff and to know that in the end, his speeches always carried with them sound Evangelical 
theology and a good dose of biblical exposi on while s ll mirroring his passion and personality. 

One of the most important points of connec on between Geoff and the TC was the project that led to the wri ng of Chris an 
Witness in a Mul ‐Religious World. As early as 2006 Geoff allowed Thomas Schirrmacher to nego ate with the Va can and the 
World Council of Churches how the WEA would be involved in the process for this document. This was a great risk because no 
one knew where the process would lead or what its outcome might be. During the last years of the project the TC played a 
major role in the dra ing group, working with others to ensure that the text was both biblically-based and mission-focused. At 
the official launch of the document in 2011 it became clear that by God’s grace, not only had we achieved a major document, 
but that for Geoff, this document echoed some of the profound bea ngs of his own heart – that we as WEA and as TC are com-
mi ed to God’s call to mission and to the way of Christ as we follow this call in obedience and grace.  

Geoff, we thank you for your years of service and for being an inspira on to us all. 
 

By Thomas Schirrmacher & C. Rosalee Velloso Ewell 

Dr Tunnicliffe with Dr Schmirrmacher 



2 

 

WEA TC Theological News  Vol 44 No. 1  January 2015 

 

 Radical Adjustments for African Theological Institution 
The premier evangelical theological ins tu on of francophone Africa, the Faculté de Théologie 
Évangélique de Bangui (FATEB), is in process of radical adjustments and complex reorganisa-

on owing to the severe disrup ons that con nue to plague the Central African Republic. 
FATEB was founded by the Associa on of Evangelicals in Africa (AEA) in 1974, under the impe-
tus of Dr Byang Kato, AEA’s f rst African director, and the f rst chair of the World Evangelical 
Alliance’s Theological Commission.  

Located in Bangui, at the centre of the con nent, FATEB has for many years served as the prin-
cipal venue for advanced-level leadership forma on for evangelical francophone Africa. Origi-
nally founded as a graduate-level theological school, it has since developed programmes at 
f rst-degree level, at masters level, and more recently at doctoral level. Responding to local 
needs, it also operates a school for wives of students, a kindergarten, and the f rst 10 years of 
primary and secondary school. Facili es include student and faculty residences, classroom and 

administra on buildings, a 500-seat theatre, and one of the best equipped theological libraries in francophone Africa. Since 
2007, it has been led by Dr Nupanga Weanzana, a Congolese with a doctorate in biblical studies from the University of Preto-
ria, South Africa, who is a  graduate of FATEB.   

In October 2013 Dr Nupanga convened a mee ng in Cameroon, a ended by representa ves of FATEB’s board, faculty and 
staff, together with overseas partners, to address pressing challenges. The Bangui campus has sheltered refugees, and classes 
were suspended with many students from other countries returning to their homes. FATEB has arranged for its doctoral stu-
dents to resume their studies in rented facili es in the Cameroon capital, Yaoundé, along with masters-level students and 
some others. Earlier this year, some classes and the schools have been able to reopen at Bangui.  

FATEB intends to con nue programmes now opera ng at Bangui, especially to assist local ci zens whose educa onal needs 
are signif cant. At the same me FATEB will reposi on its advanced-level programmes in Yaoundé, Cameroon, and it will seek 
to establish branch campuses in other strategic urban centres of francophone Africa. Because of these changes, the seminary 
will be renamed so that ‘FATEB’ will be a single word, not an acronym, and the term ‘Université’ will be added to ref ect the 
diverse loca ons and programmes covered by the ins tu on. Under these new arrangements, FATEB con nue to pursue its 
vision for ‘a strong African church, rooted in the Word, commi ed to the mission, and to the transforma on of society 
through well-trained leaders.’ For more informa on, contact: Dr. Nupanga Weanzana,  nupangaw@fateb.net  (pictured) 

ICETE Triennial Consultation 

New Date and Venue 
A new date and venue have been announced for triennial consulta on of ICETE (Interna onal Council 
for Evangelical Theological Educa on). A statement from Interna onal Director of the WEA-related 
organisa on, Dr Riad Kassis, says, ‘Due to ongoing tensions in the region, the 2015 ICETE Triennial has 
been moved from Kiev, Ukraine, to Antalya, Turkey. This change in venue also necessitated a change 
in dates. The dates are now set for 6-11 November 2015.’ Dr Kassis added, ’We hope you will plan to 

join us! Please share this informa on with any who might want to a end.’   

The theme of the consulta on will be ’Engaged and Effec ve: the impact of theological educa on’. The statement explains, 
‘”Rooted in the Word, Engaged in the World” was the theme of the ICETE 2012 Interna onal Consulta on in Nairobi, Kenya, 
but though rooted and engaged, how do we know that we are effec ve in what we do? Is it possible to measure the impact of 
theological educa on on Church and Society?’  Registra on will be online in early 2015. A promo onal video is available for 
viewing at h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_K40PbleRU&feature=youtu.be.  

ICETE is a global community, sponsored by nine regional associa ons of theological schools, to enable interna onal interac on 
and collabora on among all those concerned for the enhancement of evangelical theological educa on worldwide. For more 
informa on, visit h p://icete-edu.org/ 

Call for Papers and Reports 

Contribu ons are invited for the Theological Commissions’ two quarterly publica ons—Evangelical Review of 
Theology and this paper, Theological News. ERT uses academic ar cles in any area of theology of about 8000 
words and book reviews of around 700 words. This newsle er uses current reports of developments in theol-
ogy, seminaries, publica ons, conferences etc of up to 500 words with illustra ons.  A Style Guide is available 
for down-loading at h p://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/publica ons/  Also contact the editors (see page 4). 
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Groundwork for Consultation on Evangelism 
Evangelism in new contexts was the focus of a mee ng held at the end of September 2014 in Atlanta, Georgia, USA of which 
the primary objec ve was to set the agenda for a larger consulta on on evangelism in North America, due in 2015. The 
mee ng tled ’Joint Ecumenical Ref ec on on Evangelism in North America’ was organized by the evangelism program of the 
WCC in coopera on with the Na onal Council of Churches of Christ in the USA (NCCUSA) and in consulta on with the Canadian 
Council of Churches (CCC). 
Organisers said that the ques on of understanding evangelism anew in light of rapidly changing cultural contexts is keenly felt 
by the churches in North America. Rev. Dr Hielke Wolters, WCC’s associate general secretary for Mission and Unity, said that ‘it 
was a great moment of grace to discover in this mee ng the commitment of churches in the US and Canada and their na onal 
councils to start together an ecumenical process of ref ec on on evangelism.’ 
The planned consulta on will aim at a comprehensive assessment with North American churches and ecumenical partners of 
the contemporary context for evangelism, especially within secular mul -cultural and mul -religious se ngs. Along with this 
context, the consulta on will analyze the new expressions of Chris an witness and their implica ons of new models of evange-
lism for theological educa on and missiological forma on. ‘Chris ans are called to speak and act the Good News of Jesus Christ 
in the world,’ said Rev. Dr Karen Hamilton, general secretary of the CCC. She asked, ‘What are the crucial issues for Canadian 
and American denomina ons to ref ect, strategize and act on in terms of evangelism in our current context?’  
Rev. Dr Jooseop Keum, secretary of the WCC’s Commission on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME), saw the effort as an 
opening of vistas for other churches as well. ‘The changing landscape of church and society in North America provides an op-
portunity for fresh thinking and prac ce of evangelism,’ he said. Kyriaki Avtzi, WCC programme execu ve for evangelism com-
mented, ‘This joint ecumenical ref ec on has set the promising founda on for a meaningful and frui ul gathering of North 
American churches in the coming year.’  
Par cipants discussed in-depth the place that evangelism holds both in the US as well as in the Canadian contexts and affirmed 
the importance of addressing major aspects of evangelism through an ecumenical gathering in 2015. A preparatory working 
group has been formed and is about to begin its delibera ons on the future event. 

Adapted from World Council of Churches Press release 07 October 2014  

‘Margins, Mission & Diversity’ 

Mission Studies in Australia 
The fourth triennial conference for the Australian Associa on for Mission Studies was held at Tabor Adelaide, South Australia 
from 2 to 5 October 2014 with the theme ‘Margins, Mission and Diversity’. 

The conference theme emanated from the colonial history of South Australia where the local Kaurna language was recorded 
by German missionaries and the colony beginnings had a strong focus welcoming on the non-conforming churches which lead 
to the state being nicknamed the ‘Paradise of Dissent’.  

The engagement of the margins through mission to and mission from is also strong in the WCC’s Commission on World Mis-
sion and Evangelism (CWME) new affirma on on Mission and Evangelism en tled ‘Together towards life: mission and evange-
lism in changing landscapes’. 

This conference aimed to explore the implica ons for the broad Chris an community arising from mission to and from the 
margins, knowing that the diversity of cultural engagement that results makes it challenging for Chris an missions community 
and that the history of managing diversity in Chris an mission in the margins has been patchy.  

Emeritus Professor Anthony Gi ns, the keynote speaker, presented three lectures, ‘Standing Fast and Breaking Through: Chal-
lenges and Possibili es for Marginal Ministry’, ‘Finding the Centre at the Margins: Renewing the Call to Mission’ and ‘Mission 
In Diversity: Chris ans As Problem Or Solu on? Diversity – Or What?’  In exploring the missional challenges and opportuni es 
the margins offer, God’s people must recognize mission can be from, to and with the margins.   

Jesus, who was marginal by choice and an outsider par cipant, provides the God’s people with an example. Mission at the 
centre of the margins involves encounter, table fellowship, foot washing and boundary crossing. Diversity in mission arises in 
the encounter and as a consequence, and a healthy response is required.  

There were 44 papers explored the theme in f ve streams - Church and Aboriginal Australians, Congrega on and Par cular 
Communi es, Church and Society, Church and Mul ethnic communi es and Engaging the Margins. They came from all tradi-

ons and addressed the theme through looking back (historical), evalua ng the contemporary, and considering futuris c re-
sponses. A book based on the conference will soon be available. 

Report by David Turnbull, Senior Lecturer in Intercultural Studies Tabor Adelaide, South Australia 
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Revival 

By Stuart Piggin, Macquarie University, NSW 

‘Tis not unlikely that this work of God’s Spirit, that is so extraordinary and wonderful, is the dawning, or at least a prelude, of that glori‐
ous work of God, so o en foretold in Scripture, which in the progress and issue of it, shall renew the world of mankind. 

So wrote Jonathan Edwards, the Chris an Church’s greatest theologian of revival, in 1742 in the midst of the Great Awakening in 
America. Here he tells us that revival is the work of God’s Spirit, that it is an extraordinary work, and that it is foretold o en in Scrip-
ture, and he prophesies that it would renew, not only the church, but the whole ‘world of mankind’. 
Let us begin with the prophecy f rst. For if he was wrong about that and revivals do not do their work of renewing humankind, there 
is not much point in studying the role of the Holy Spirit in revival or the places where revival is foretold in Scripture. Most modern 
historians would argue that Edwards got it wrong, and the world since the Great Awakening in the 1740s has not been renewed by 
religious revivals. Rather the history of the world since the French Revolu on has been one of the inexorable progress of secularism, 
of the triumph of reason over faith, and the eclipse of Biblical ‘truth’ by the real truth which comes from science. Most Western 
Chris ans, even theologians, would tend to side with the secular historians here. They are not par cularly interested in revivals 
which are too episodic to be relied on, too dependent on the sovereignty of God to evoke any human effort, and too divisive within 
the church, unleashing either an unhealthy fana cism or cold- hearted rejec on. 
Yes, revivals are episodic. They do not last. But some Chris an historians since Edwards have argued that this is the way history 
works. There have been many revivals and na onal and even interna onal awakenings since the 1740s. Through them the church is 
reformed and refreshed, and the world challenged and renewed. Then the world (and the church!) seeks to go its own way again, 
and there is a fresh need for a new revival movement and a new challenge to the ‘world of mankind’. 
Furthermore, these same historians observe, the new revival movements typically originate among the marginalised, the poor and 
the weak. They invigorate the periphery while the heartlands of faith atrophy in their pride and independence of the Spirit and the 
law of Christ. But it is through such passing movements of the Spirit that God is building His kingdom within ‘the world of mankind’. 
For do no ce in Edwards’s words above that revival is for the world. True revival spills over from the church into the world. 
Revival works for the renewal of the world through a number of means. It is typically a movement of God’s Spirit grasped by a new 
leader who takes the old truths of the gospel and applies them to new situa ons and people who had not before appropriated those 
truths. Leaders of revivals are men who proclaim the gospel with anointed passion, but who are neither reac onaries who condemn 
all that is new in the church nor radicals who argue that only the new is true. The leaders of the Great Awakening were known as 
‘new lights’, and it has been recently suggested that every revival movement has leaders who, in their fresh understanding of the 
truth of the gospel and the power of the Spirit, are all ‘new lights’. 
Jesus was the archetypal new light leader who translates Old Testament truth into teaching which liberates and gives hope and who 
transfers the power to lead from priests to apostles. In many of the awakenings of the 20th century, through which Chris anity ex-
panded numerically more exponen ally than in any other century, power was transferred to these new light leaders away from the 
leaders formally appointed within tradi onal denomina ons. 
If all new light leaders have one gi  in common, it is the gi  of anointed preaching. They believe, with Edwards, that preaching is a 
union of truth and f re, and this union is found in all revivals. Preaching for revival requires the fusion of the affec onal and the ra-

onal, of heart and head. The preacher, in love with the love of God, is more mo vated to lure people into heaven, which Edwards 
understood as ‘a world of love’, than to frighten them out of hell. Edwards certainly preached on hell, but the f re of anointed 
preaching is the f re of love, more than the f res of hell. The effect of the union of truth and f re is to take the hearer through truth 
into reality. New light preachers dare to believe that the purpose of preaching is not so much to teach people the truth about God, 
but to awaken people to see the reality of God. 
Revival is when people see reality, which is the world as it is perceived by God. It is when hearers see themselves and their world 
and the Lord Himself from God’s perspec ve. The apprehension of reality comes as such a shock to hearers that they are said to 
have experienced an ‘awakening’. A great awakening such as Edwards’ hearers experienced in the 1740s is when many experience 
the same shock. Edwards’s understanding of revival was so cons tuted out of Scripture that it is feasible to argue that the 
whole of the New Testament is a revival manual. But the whole is some mes encapsulated in the parts. In Acts 2.44-47, for 
example, Luke de ly characterises a revival fellowship. It was forged out of Peter’s Spirit-anointed preaching at Pentecost. 
It was preaching which made them behold reality: they came to see that they had crucif ed the Lord’s anointed. They repent-
ed of their distorted view of reality and believed the gospel. They formed a fellowship in which they belonged to the Lord and 
to each other. And they behaved according to the requirements of a missional lifestyle of outreach and service. 

Membership of a revival fellowship, then, involves beholding, believing, belonging and behaving. 
Ar cle used by permission of author who also wrote Firestorm of the Lord (2000) and Spirit of a Na on (2011) 
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TC Welcomes New Leader of the World Evangelical Alliance
Thomas Schirrmacher, Executive Chair of the Theological Commission
welcomes the new leader of the WEA with this message.

As the Theological Commission we welcome the incoming Secretary
General of WEA, Bishop Efraim Tendero. We pray that God will give him
all the necessary insight and wisdom, but also the courage to take clear
decisions where needed.

For Evangelicals theology is not an extra for upper class, well educated
Christians, it is not merely academic theology, but it is the formulation,
evaluation, loving, propagation and defence of what we stand for in our
relationship to our Creator and Saviour, to the whole body of Christ and
to the societies and cultures around us. This becomes true each time we
preach or discuss a Bible passage in a home Bible study. This does not

deny the right to study theology in depth, do research and use academic disciplines, but it grows out of it.

This is why we should and we cannot separate what WEA does in general, and what its theologians think and do. If our theology
does not arise from and translate into action and reality, it is superfluous. It is without a theological motivation to honour God
and do his will; all our actions remain as merely human actions. Only together can we work for the kingdom of God, the
theologians learning from the wider church, but also counselling it at the same time.

Well trained and knowledgeable theologians and other experts can be of great help to the evangelical movement, but they
should not think that their knowledge or their degrees automatically give them leadership roles. The New Testament tells us
again and again that all Christians should serve the body of Christ with the gifts given to them by the Holy Spirit. This is what we
want to offer, not more but also not less: Serving the body of Christ and serving WEA and its leadership with the gifts and
expertise God has given us, knowing that these gifts are just one set of gifts needed to lead the body of Christ and reach the world
with the gospel.

Bishop Ef has proved in his life and experience, that he knows how to integrate those things and we are glad to serve under him.

Bishop Efraim Tendero has served for more than 20 years as National Director of the Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches
(PCEC), WEA’s national Alliance member that represents some 30,000 evangelical churches in the Philippines. He is also
President of the Philippine Relief and Development Services (PHILRADS), the relief and development arm of PCEC that works
hand in hand with local churches in holistic ministries to serve the poor and needy. Bishop Tendero also serves as International
Facilitator for South East Asia of the Asia Evangelical Alliance, was appointed Lausanne Senior Associate for Integrity and
Anti-Corruption and is the chair of the board Back to the Bible Broadcast, Evangelism Explosion (EE) 3 Philippines, Global Filipino
Movement, and the Philippine Missions Association. He is also the Executive Editor of Evangelicals Today, the longest running
Christian magazine in the Philippines. Bishop Tendero has a BA in Theology from Febias College of Bible and a Master of Divinity
with focus on pastoral counselling from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School. He received two honorary Doctor of Divinity degrees
from Asian Theological Seminary and Febias College of Bible, and a Doctor of Leadership degree from International Graduate
School of Leadership. Bishop Tendero and his wife Sierry have four children and two grandchildren.

Call for Papers and Reports
Contributions are invited for the Theological Commissions’ two quarterly publications—Evangelical Review of
Theology and this paper, Theological News. ERT uses academic articles in any area of theology of about 8000 words
and book reviews of around 700 words. This newsletter uses current reports of developments in theology,
seminaries, publications, conferences etc of up to 500 words with illustrations.  A Style Guide is available for
down-loading at http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/publications/  Also contact the editors (see page 4).

http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
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Tribute to Former TC Executive Member
In Memoriam Dr. Emilio Núñez, 1923–2015

One of the principal Latin American evangelical theologians of the past half century, Dr.
Emilio Núñez, passed away on 14 January 2015, at the age of 91.  Originally from El
Salvador in Central America, Núñez began theological studies in 1944 in Guatemala. He
subsequently obtained academic degrees in the United States, including his Th.D. earned
in 1969 at Dallas Theological Seminary. His dissertation was on the ecclesiology of Vatican
II. He also did post-doctoral studies in 1973-74 in the Facultad de Filosofía y Teología in
Barcelona, Spain.

In 1966 Núñez was founding Rector of the newly established Seminario Teológico
Centroamericano (SETECA) in Guatemala, which became one of Latin America’s leading evangelical seminaries. He served in this
position until 1979, when he decided to devote full time to teaching and writing. Among the best known of his publications are
Liberation Theology (1985), and Crisis and Hope in Latin America: An Evangelical Perspective (1996). He also authored more than
a dozen titles in Spanish, including: Hacia una misionología evangélica latinoamericana (1997), and served on the translation
committee of the NIV in Spanish. Among his articles published in the Evangelical Review of Theology was ‘Towards an
Evangelical Latin American Theology’ (1983). In 2004 he was honoured by a scholarly Festschrift: Teología Evangélica para el
Contexto Latinoamericano: Ensayos En Honor Al Dr. Emilio A. Núñez.

In Latin America Núñez played a formative role in several evangelical initiatives, beginning with CLADE I (Congreso
Latinoamericano de Evangelizacion) held in Bogota in 1969, and CLADE II, held in Lima in 1972, where he gave the inaugural
address. In 1970 he was among other key evangelical leaders, including René Padilla and Samuel Escobar, who founded the
influential Latin American Theological Fraternity, and he played a supportive role in that forum for many years. He also
participated in the founding events and early years of Latin America’s continent-wide evangelical fellowship CONELA (begun in
1982), and its continent-wide evangelical missions congress COMIBAM (begun in 1984).

Núñez also took an active part in various global evangelical events. In 1966 he was a delegate at the World Congress on
Evangelism held in Berlin. He was to address the Lausanne Congress in 1974, but owing to his absence his paper was read on his
behalf. Later he was a speaker at Lausanne’s consultation on world evangelization in Pattaya in 1980, and at its consultation on
Evangelism and Social Responsibility in Grand Rapids in 1982.  Among other positions, Núñez was at various times a member of
the Executive Committee of the World Evangelical Alliance, and of the governing body of the Lausanne Movement.

Núñez played a crucial role in the founding of Latin America’s association for evangelical theological education AETAL in São
Paulo, Brazil, in 1992, and subsequently served on its Board of Reference. After AETAL was admitted to membership in the
International Council for Evangelical Theological Education (ICETE), he was appointed to the ICETE Council of Reference. And at
ICETE’s 2009 International Consultation for Theological Educators held in Sopron, Hungary, he was honoured with a
congratulatory plaque in recognition of his faithful service to international evangelical theological education.

Dr. Núñez was preceded in death by his first wife, Sara, in 2000, and by his second wife, Esther, in 2011.  He is survived by his
four children.

[Report provided by Paul Bowers; for additional information, contact Dr Pablo Sywulka: psywulka@seteca.edu]

New Think Tank on Moral Issues for Southern Baptists
The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) introduced a newly configured think tank to equip Christians and churches to address moral and
cultural issues in August 2014. The new Research Institute is made up of Southern Baptist scholars and leaders and its purpose is to help
the SBC by generating materials to help churches engage ethical and religious freedom issues. The institute's collection of 70 fellows in
four categories includes representatives of all six SBC seminaries; various Southern Baptist colleges, state conventions and churches;
public and Christian universities; and organizations such as the American Center for Law and Justice and the Heritage Foundation.

The SBC Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission (ERLC) director said that the think tank ‘is to be a catalyst to connect the agenda of the
Gospel to the complex questions of the day -- and to do so at the highest levels of academic scholarship for the good of local
congregations. I am thrilled to get to work together with an exceptionally gifted band of scholars and leaders as we seek to be a
persuasive, prophetic witness engaging the academy and equipping the church.’

Director of the Institute, Barrett Duke, said that the new institute ‘comes along at a crucial time for our churches. With our culture
nearing crisis mode on many moral fronts, church leaders and laymen alike will be confronted with some challenges the church has not
had to address since before the founding of this country. Other challenges are ones the church has never had to address before.’
Adapted from Baptist Press report Aug 13 2014
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WEA and WCC Explore Possible Cooperation
In the light of current global realities, representatives of the World
Evangelical Alliance (WEA) and the World Council of Churches (WCC) met
from 20 to 21 January 2015 at the Chateau of Bossey, Switzerland to
explore and discuss possible areas of future cooperation.

The meeting featured introductions to the work of the WEA and the
WCC, and participants reflected together on current developments in
society and churches, and in evangelical and ecumenical movements.
They shared current plans and discussed possibilities for closer
collaboration.

Stressing the significance of being Christian witnesses, the meeting participants also identified various ways of responding
together to the needs of communities around the world. Together the participants read the Scriptures and reflected on similar
and different understandings of mission and evangelism. They prayed together and shared stories of faith. Recognizing the
importance of a joint response to a suffering world, the participants agreed to continue to meet in order to identify further
areas of possible cooperation.

The WEA representatives at the meeting were Dr Wilf Gasser, associate secretary general, Gordon Showell-Rogers, associate
general secretary, Thomas Schirrmacher, executive chair of the Theological Commission and ambassador for human rights,
Rosalee Velloso Ewell, executive director of the Theological Commission, Bertil Ekström, executive director of the Mission
Commission; and John Baxter-Brown, senior advisor on Evangelism and Ecumenical Affairs.

The WCC representatives at the meeting were Georges Lemopoulos, WCC acting general secretary, Dr Isabel Apawo Phiri, WCC
associate general secretary for Public Witness and Diakonia, Rev. Dr Ioan Sauca, WCC associate general secretary and director
of the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland, Rev. Dr Hielke Wolters, WCC associate general secretary for Mission and
Unity, Canon John Gibaut, director of the Commission on Faith and Order, Rev. Dr Jooseop Keum, secretary for the Commission
on World Mission and Evangelism and Peter Prove, director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs.

Joint news release of WEA and WCC.

A Small Miracle Opens Way to Successful Evangelical Advocacy

In 2000 a small miracle occurred - some 189 nations agreed to halve extreme poverty by the year 2015. The UN formulated eight
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to achieve this audacious plan, each one with measurable targets. Recognizing that this was a
moment in history of unique potential, the World Evangelical Alliance and the Micah Network initiated a new movement called ‘the
Micah Challenge’. According to the former head of WEA, Geoff Tunnicliffe and the International Director of Micah Challenge, Joel
Edwards, ‘This was a time when the stated intentions of world leaders echoed something of the mind of the biblical prophets and the
teachings of Jesus concerning the poor.’

Writing for the Lausanne Global Analysis in March 2015, they said, ‘We also recognised that we had the means and capacity to reduce
poverty dramatically. In the words of the Micah Call, we committed ourselves, ‘as followers of Jesus, to work together for the holistic
transformation of our communities.’  They added, ‘What was really new about the Micah experiment was the emphasis on advocacy.
We called international and national decision-makers to account, to fulfil their promise to achieve the MDGs. We wanted to be agents
of God’s hope and to put justice at the heart of the church.’

In the ‘Executive Summary’ of their 1700 word full length article, they go on to explain more about the new movement for evangelical
advocacy. ‘From the very outset, Micah Challenge built its identity on Micah 6:8 with its emphasis on justice, mercy, and humility. Its
mission was to prompt evangelical communities around the world to respond to the challenges set by the goals, in order to reduce
extreme poverty. As a global evangelical movement we were clear from the outset that, while the focus of our work was political
advocacy, our mandate was entirely biblical.

Now Micah Challenge has announced a new approach. ‘After 10 years of helping Christians campaign towards the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals to halve poverty by 2015, the first phase of the Micah Challenge campaign concluded in December
2014. The same partners who were the driving force behind the Micah Challenge campaign will be working on launching a new
campaigning coalition in 2015, which will be dedicated to the same central commitment of ensuring Christians are advocating for and
with the global poor.’

The authors of the review note that there have been a lot of successes, especially, ‘extreme poverty has been halved in the last 25 years,
millions have been lifted from poverty, and child mortality and primary education have improved considerably.’   However, they warn
that while ‘Micah Challenge exists to challenge governments to deliver our promises to the poor … we also lament, recognizing that the
church—with all its amazing work—still has a long way to go to shape the world God wants. It is a world in which Jesus Christ is lifted
to full view and where justice is at home with politics and our economic systems. Such a world sounds utopian, but is possible. Christians
who live in that reality between the now and the not-yet are called to yearn for a world which brings future shalom into the present.’

For more about Micah Challenge:  http://www.micahchallenge.org.au/ Adapted from http://www.lausanne.org/content/lga/2015-
03/micah-challenge-international

http://www.micahchallenge.org.au/
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Thomas Oden: A Change of Heart
A review of Thomas C Oden, A Change of Heart: A Personal and Theological Memoir

(Downers Grove, IL, IVP Academic, 2014 Hb, pp 384, bibliog, endnotes, index)

by Raymond James Laird, PhD, Honorary Fellow,

Centre for Early Christian Studies, ACU, Brisbane, Australia

Some books entertain, some educate, some inspire, some excite, and some even amaze. One can
only say, after reading this autobiographical memoir of this well-known North American Methodist
theologian (and former member of the WEA Theological Commission), that it does all of these –
and does so in the superlative. This is the story of an academic, a ‘soft Marxist’, and his journey
away from the philosophical-psychological-social trends of modernity that swept into the mainline
churches via their seminaries and universities in the 1950s and 60s. The resultant liberal theology
denuded the Scriptures of their truth and authority, confused worshippers, and emptied churches.

In essence, this represented the abandonment of the apostolic kerugma in the accord of the Early
Church Fathers, whose consensual voice was expressed first in the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD. It
was only as Oden began to see in practice the poverty of the fruit of the gods of modernity, such
as Freud, Nietzsche, and Marx, and their devotees in the seminaries and councils of the churches,
that he turned to embrace the collective agreement of the Fathers, and set about to restore it to

the centre of theological training so that its fruit would permeate the churches, renew their life, and
inspire their vigour.

God does not waste anything. Those early years for Oden were times of learning and perfecting skills that would be critical in
promoting the great issues and projects of the Christian faith in later years. He was learning the arts of persuasion, of engaging
with people, and organizing followers, skills of which he became master. These are seen in what he has accomplished in
bringing together leaders of the diverse expressions of the faith into a working unity towards re-establishing the ancient
consensus back to primacy in the thought and life of the church. In this he is the epitome of patience, empathy, and in focusing
on the nuclear core and avoiding satellite issues.

A vital part in Oden’s transformation is the people with whom he conversed along the way. The book is like a Who’s Who of
theologians and church leaders in America and beyond. It is incredible to read of the people at the turning points of Oden’s
transformation. This is not the place to elaborate, but in short, Karl Barth told Oden he must get back to the Biblical text;
Joseph Ratzinger, before and after becoming Pope, was instrumental in teaching Oden to read the scriptures in the light of
Patristic exegesis, and showed Oden how to link systematic theology to the history of exegesis.

The most interesting figure in Oden’s turn around towards classical Christianity was a Jew. When Oden came onto the faculty
at Drew University, he encountered Will Herberg, the premier teacher in the Drew Graduate School. Herberg had a similar
history to Oden. A longstanding member of the Communist Party, he became disenchanted, and after years of drifting, was
persuaded by Reinhold Niebuhr to go back to his Jewish heritage, and to study Judaica at the Jewish Theological Seminary in
New York where he recovered his Jewish roots. Not long after arriving at Drew, Oden gave a recently published book of his to
Herbert to read. A couple of weeks later, after some debate, Herberg told Oden that he was ignorant of Christianity and that
he would remain theologically uneducated until he read Athanasius, Augustine and Aquinas. God is full of surprises in those
He chooses to get something across. Oden took his advice.

The end result of Oden’s turn-around has been the publication of the massive series Ancient Christian Commentary on
Scripture, followed by four other multi-volume series of related studies. Oden and his colleagues have brought together
experts in the respective fields from around the world. This alone is a task well done, apart from his own copious publications
and many other projects he has fathered or brothered in the enlightened phase of his life.

This book is more than the story of one person; it is the story of a movement of kindred hearts who have wept over the divi-
sions that have marked the Christian Church and the ideas that have enfeebled it. Oden has documented in outline a revival
that has brought fresh hope to many in America and beyond.

Dr Thomas C Oden
Former TC Executive

member
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Global Forum for Theological Educators
Through the work of its Executive Director, Dr Rosalee
Velloso Ewell, the TC has been involved in the creation and
planning of a new network – the Global Forum for
Theological Educators (GFTE). GFTE aims to bring together
women and men involved in theological education from
around the world and from all Christian traditions for a
time of prayer, fellowship and mutual learning. The
executive team has met 3 times and plans another meeting
to prepare for the first GFTE gathering scheduled to take
place in Dorfweil, Germany 16-20 May of 2016.

Please keep the committee and the work of GFTE in your
prayers. This is a unique opportunity for educators to come
together not just as representatives of institutions or
organisations, but as Christians seeking to live out their
discipleship in a multiplicity of teaching contexts.

Our hope is that as these leaders gather and meet one
another, some of the barriers and distrust that separate us

will be challenged and that like the encounter of Peter and Cornelius, all will be transformed by the power of the Spirit. In such
transformation we will see greater and better witness and service to God’s kingdom.

ACTEA Reports on Theological Institutions
in Liberia and Sierra Leone

ACTEA News, the official journal of the Association for Christian Theological Education in Africa,
based in Nairobi Kenya has report on the situation in Liberia and Sierra Leone seriously affected by
the devastating outbreak of Ebola. A lead article in its January 2015 edition said,

‘We do appreciate your prayers for our institutions that are seriously affected by the outbreak of
Ebola. The Evangelical College of Theology (Sierra Leone) and Liberia Baptist Theological Seminary
have had numerous challenges since the outbreak of the virus over six months ago. Ebola is not
totally gone, although there are fewer cases than before. Both institutions have remained closed

in compliance with their Government's pronouncement for all schools in the country to dose. Liberia government thinks
schools can reopen, something which has attracted many mixed reactions from the public. Some think it is timely; some think
it is not. LBTS is about to reopen in compliance with Governments pronouncement for all schools to do so.’

The statement goes on to explain: ‘The challenges are numerous. Some preventive protocols were released by Government
to prevent new cases among students, but it seems the expenses will be too huge for many schools to incur without subsidy
from Government or elsewhere.’

It is reported that ‘The closure of schools and colleges has frustrated parents, students, teachers and education
authorities/providers in these two countries. The fear that many students will not be able to return to school is becoming
imminent due to some anti-education practices of some students, while for others it may result in the death of their
education funders due to the Ebola virus. In fact, many families have been out of jobs since die outbreak — this includes both
the staff of LBTS and TECT. How students will generate their tuition costs is plaguing many families.’

ACTEA has announced that assistance for the two schools is welcome and those who are interested should contact the
institutions directly. For more information, visit http://www.acteaweb.org/index.php/news-notices/2015-01-23-12-05-07

http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
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Dr Isaac Zokoué
(Picture: BWA Connect)

Marking 500 Years Since Luther’s ‘Social Media’ Posting
2017 marks 500 years since Luther’s postings on the social media site of his day – a church door. His 95 ‘posts’ started a social
and spiritual movement we know as The Reformation. There are a number of global events happening to mark the occasion,
one of which the The Kirkentag in Berlin, Germany. Running alongside there are plans afoot for the second Global Ecumenical
Theological Institute.

The first ‘GETI’ was held in Korea in parallel to the WCC Assembly. Rosalee Velloso Ewell, TC Executive Director, and John
Baxter-Brown (JBB), TC Special Advisor on Evangelism, were guest lecturers there. JBB was invited to represent the WEA-TC
at the second planning meeting for GETI. It aims to bring together 150 students to Berlin in 2017. They will be studying in
Europe but from across the globe, of different denominations and traditions.

The aim is for these to be young theologians, people who may become thought leaders in their traditions, to encounter and
learn from others, and to focus on the mission field that is modern Europe, reflecting on what the Reformation means for the
21st century.  More information will be released about this stimulating and missiologically significant event in due course.

Advances for Asia Theological Association
The Asia Theological Association met on January 20-23, 2015 for its annual meetings at the Biblical Seminary
of the Philippines with General Secretary, Dr. Joseph Shao, reporting on a favourable year in relation the

quality assurance affiliation, literature partnership, international dialogue, and infrastructure development. Regional
Secretary of ATA India, Dr. Paul Cornelius, reported on accreditation visits, registration of students attending ATA accredited
schools, database consolidation, discipleship seminars, and collaboration with Martin Luther Christian University. There were
numerous developments also recorded in various policies for non-campus programs, and the new version of the Manual was
approved. The ATA Publications Committee reports focused on the partnership agreement between ATA and Langham
Literature, a grant for writers’ scholarships from Asbury Seminary, and the Asia Bible Commentary series.

The four-day annual meeting was concluded with the announcement that Dr. Theresa Lua will be the new full-time General
Secretary of the ATA International. Dr. Lua is presently the Secretary of Commission on Accreditation and Educational
Development (CAED).  The planning team for the next General Assembly  will meet in August in Bangkok, Thailand. On
February 28, 2015 the ATA-Korea had its General Assembly and renewed the offices for two years.

Adapted from ATA News, Jan-Mar 2015 - http://www.ataasia.com/ata-newsletters

Africa Loses Leading Evangelical Theologian
Dr Isaac Zokoué

Isaac Zokoué, a former member of the WEA Theological Commission and leading evangelical
theological  died on September 11, 2014 at the age of 70. He was president of the Fraternal Union
of Baptist Churches in Central African Republic (CAR) and was pastor of the Baptist Church of Kina,
a neighborhood of Bangui, the capital of CAR. Dr Zokoué was co-founder of the Faculty of
Evangelical Theology (FATEB) of Bangui, which opened in 1977, and was its president for 14 years,
from 1986 to 2000. FATEB was an initiative of the Association of Evangelicals in Africa, training and
equipping pastors and leaders for churches and Christian institutions from 21 African countries. At
the time of his passing, he was professor of systematic theology and coordinator of the doctoral
program at FATEB.

Dr Zokoué, who was originally from the Ivory Coast, was also a former chair of the Alliance of
Evangelical Churches in CAR. He was a member of the International Advisory Board of the Center
for Early African Christianity, which aims to educate African leadership in African intellectual

literary achievements, especially those from the Christian tradition of the first millennium.

He played a key role in peace negotiations and reconciliation initiatives in CAR, heading one of three
national conferences in 1998 that helped to put an end to the 1996-7 national unrests. From 2001-2002, he facilitated talks
between the CAR government and labor unions over salary arrears.

Dr Zokoué received his doctorate in theology from the Faculty of Protestant Theology, University of Strasbourg, in France. He
wrote several works, including Jesus Christ the Savior: The Mystery of the Two Natures.

As well as serving on the Theological Commission, he also contributed to one of the important TC theological consultations
held in London in 1996. His paper was published in Evangelical Review of Theology 20/4 October 1996, 354-364 as Crisis of
maturity in Africa.

Adapted from BWA Connect April 2015
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Evangelicals Finalise Pontifical Council Dialogue
Dr Rolf Hille, who leads the WEA initiative conducting dialogues with other religious groups reports
that the current series with the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity is entering its final
stages. Dr Hille said, ‘We will have the final dialogue session between evangelical theologians and
representatives of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. The evangelical group
includes Dr. James Nkansah and Dr. Claus Schwambach from the TC. We will meet from August 31
until September 4 2015 in Saskatoon, Canada.

‘This meeting will summarize the result of our earlier discussions. We will focus on two issues
mainly: first, scripture and tradition, because this is the key problem for hermeneutical and
epistemological questions in regard to scripture and theology in general. The second focus is the
role of the church in the process of salvation. There has been some progress in terms of the
question of justification.

The dialogue between the Lutheran World Federation and the Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity has made clear that the open questions of the 16th century are almost answered.

There is now a good deal of mutual understanding between Protestants and Catholics as far as soteriology in involved. But
still open is the question to what extend evangelical Christians who stem from the reformation churches have full access to
salvation according the catholic view.

On the catholic side there is still a prominent understanding of the priesthood and its spiritual and theological authority, last
not least, in regard to the sacraments. In addition to these topics, the current dialogue between Evangelicals and Catholics
shall figure out how the relations at the grassroots level really are. Therefore we did a questionnaire and sent it to all national
evangelical alliances as well as to the catholic bishop conferences around the world.

After the editorial work will been finished we plan to send the documents to the Vatican as well as to the International Council
of WEA. These boards will give their approvals and after this evaluation the text is ready for publication and further
theological discussion.’

Theological Educators to meet in Turkey
Theologians and educators from around the world will gather 6-11 November 2015 in Antalya, Turkey to discuss how
theological education impacts the Church and the world under the theme, Engaged and Effective. The consultation is
sponsored by ICETE (International Council for Evangelical Theological Education).  Some of the topics to be covered include
impact-based assessment, measuring the outcome of spiritual formation, new trends  and innovative models in global
theological education and sustainability and impact assessment.

The consultation will have plenary sessions as well as workshops, breakout groups, and electives. Speakers include Dr. Chris
Wright of Langham Partnership, Dr. David Baer of Overseas Council International, Dr. Dan Aleshire of ATS, and Dr. Elizabeth
Sendek of Biblical Seminary of Colombia.

Registration is online, at http://www.icete-edu.org/antalya/ and the site includes seminar topics and information about
optional tours taking place during the consultation. The consultation was to have been held in Ukraine and on another date
but it was relocated to Turkey due to the international situation.

ICETE is a global community, sponsored by nine regional associations of theological schools, to enable international
interaction and collaboration among all those concerned for the enhancement of evangelical theological education worldwide.
Adapted from ICETE news release http://www.icete-edu.org/

‘A.D.’ - The Bible Continues
The executive producer of ‘A.D.’ a TV mini-series continuing on from ‘The Bible’, Mark Burnett invited a small group of
Christian leaders to be the first outside of NBC to see the first episode. Producing ‘The Bible’ as a theologically sound film
solely for secular TV, was a risk, but it was a success, breaking many records, especially in the Anglo-Saxon world.

Thomas Schirrmacher, Chair of the WEA Theological Commission, made this comment after watching the pilot episode:

‘In the ‘A. D.’ series, the best of our modern culture marries with the best of biblical scholarship and the 2000 year-old story
of the gospel. As a scholar, I am not the type of person to exaggerate or to help advertise things to do people a favour. But
when I congratulated Mark, saying that this is not only the best “block buster” on the Bible, but very true and close to the
Biblical text, it was my professional opinion as one moderating evangelical theology globally. And I am pleased that former
Secretary General of WEA, Geoff Tunnicliffe, played a major role in getting Christian churches of all confessions to back the
program. By the way: The near to perfect music is from my favourite film composer, Hans Zimmer!’

http://www.icete-edu.org/antalya/
http://www.icete-edu.org/antalya/
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Evangelicals and Ecumenicals
Dr Thomas Schirrmacher, Executive Chair, WEA Theological Commission

Neither the World Council of Church (WCC) nor the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) has an even, linear history, but both their
stories have ups and downs; both are also the beneficiaries of several very different streams from history coming together. They
both grew gradually by including older ecumenical initiatives and global organizations, which again have their own history. They
both mirror the world around them in the last six decades since World War II.

However, in the development of both bodies I find four common central topics going back into the early history:

1. The unity of Christians, as there is only one Jesus Christ and thus only one body of Christ,
2. World mission, that is the task to jointly proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to the whole world,
3. Religious freedom for all religions and beliefs, which is the other side of the coin of peaceful mission without any
coercion,
4. Human rights, e.g. fighting slavery and racism.

I am convinced that both the WCC and the WEA are returning to their core history more than ever and thus find more in
common than they had 30 years ago. Gerhard Lindemann, who wrote a new, well researched study on the early decades of the
Evangelical Alliance (EA), sheds much new light on the core topics of the WEA and shows that the WEA is much closer to its early
history today than some evangelical critics, to the right of WEA, suppose when they criticize the present course of WEA as being
too ‘worldly’ and too open to others. Lindemann sees the Alliance as being, from the outset, the first organized form of
ecumenism, as the sole true ecumenical organization which emerged from revivals in the 19th century. He shows that the
Alliance itself frequently used the word ‘ecumenical’ in its early documents. Lindemann also sees the Alliance as a part of the
transnational pietist movement of revival after Pietism, which should not be judged sweepingly as ‘anti-Enlightenment’ or
‘anti-modern’. Rather, with respect to questions of religious freedom or the fight against slavery, it was also ahead of its time.

After the initial success of the Ecumenical Movement in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, including the Edinburgh
Missionary Conference of 1910, church leaders agreed in 1937 to establish a World Council of Churches, based on a merger of
the Faith and Order Movement and Life and Work Movement organizations. The merger took place 1938, but due to the war,
the WCC was founded ten years later in 1948; there were further additions later, including the International Missionary Council.

The WCC itself was thus founded in the beginning stage of the Cold War in 1948, as was the present legal form of WEA in 1951.
I think that both were influenced by postwar developments for the better and for worse, much more than has usually been seen
by the actors, especially as theological topics seemed to be at the top of the agendas, while often it was actually politics and
social changes that made the difference.

The development of the first statement of faith of the Evangelical Alliance in 1846 is stirring, as the first two sentences have
produced a dynamic tension of complementary principles which we must embrace and employ: first, the divine inspiration,
authority, and sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures, and second, the right and duty of private judgment in the interpretation of the
Holy Scriptures. On the one hand, you find here an unalterable and unifying provision in the sufficiency of Scripture. On the
other hand, it reflects an extreme pluralism, obligating each believer to interpret the foundation for himself.

Evangelicals are marked by two opposite poles, and one does not do them justice if one only observes or stresses one pole of
those positions. On the one hand, there is the centrality of the Holy Scriptures inherited from the Protestant Reformation. On
the other hand, there is individual salvation that arises from Luther’ question: ‘How do I find a gracious God?’ It is a matter of
each person having a personal relationship with God and there arising as a corrective to the centrality of the Scriptures the
entitlement, even the obligation, of every Christian to study the Scriptures himself and to interpret them. The result is that such
an individual stands on a level with every evangelical theologian, no matter how learned, even if it is his pastor. Thus the
evangelical world unites dogmatic constriction, thanks to the position of the Bible, with an enormous democratic breadth,
because every Christian is allowed to have a say.

The second two poles are missions and religious freedom. From the enormous emphasis on a personal relationship with Jesus,
what arose was a strong stress on the ‘duty to witness’ as well as a strong emphasis on religious freedom. The concept of
voluntaryism marks not only free churches - it also marks intra-church pietism, for which faith should not be something that is
only external, or inherited, but rather something which is personally experienced. But for all that, no one can be forced into it.
Indeed, coercion destroys the possibility of accomplishing a truly independent, personal repentance before God. Thus we prefer
a smaller church with convinced members over a large church with many members who belong only due to societal, family, or
other pressures.
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The WEA Theological Commission is in the process of developing a new structure. According to a letter
to WEA regional bodies from the Executive Secretary, Dr C. Rosalee Velloso Ewell and the Executive
Chair, Dr Thomas Schirrmacher, this move is intended ‘to strengthen the ties between the TC and the
Regional Alliances.’ They said, ‘It is our prayer that with such stronger ties we will better be able to
serve the church and strengthen our Evangelical witness for the sake of the kingdom.’

The new arrangements focus on official representatives, called Commissioners, appointed by the
regional groups of the World Evangelical Alliances to form the leadership team of the Theological
Commission, along with the Executive Chair and Executive Director of the TC. These regional
commissioners will serve 5 year terms and are appointed by the regional alliance’s own theological
commission. It is normally expected that these appointees will be chair or secretary, but others can
be nominated. The new scheme allows for a total of 18 commissioners from the 9 WEA areas.

The letter from the WEA TC says that these plans have been in place for some time, but as a result of
actions at the International Leaders’ Forum of the WEA earlier in 2015, the process has now been
activated. Regional WEA groups are encouraged to be ‘mindful of maintaining a balanced diversity of

country, gender, age and denominational affiliation’ in choosing their nominees. The announcement welcomed ‘suggestions
of others who might not serve as commissioners but who could make a significant contribution to the TC, perhaps as part of a
working group.’

The responsibilities of the Commissioners include participating (electronically) in one or two meetings per year, voting on
policies and top level plans, representing the WEA TC at meetings in the regional areas, promotional activities, contributing to
Evangelical Review of Theology and reporting on local activities.

The WEA also appoints Senior Advisors who are ‘well-known and well-respected theologians and missiologists from around the
world called on to advise the TC on particular matters within their field of expertise.’ There are currently 9 of these who are
nominated by the Executive Chair and Executive Director and approved by the Commissioners and the WEA Secretary General.
Many have served the TC in the past and continue to be active in their regions.

The Working Group is the third part of the new structure, comprised of the Executive Director and the Executive Chair of the
TC along with others from around the globe who have expertise in different areas. This group is responsible for the day-to-day
workings of the TC, including its service to the WEA Executive Team and other commissions and initiatives. Its activities include
helping to maintain a strong evangelical biblical-theological foundation to all of the work of the WEA, drafting speeches and
essays for the WEA senior staff, representing the WEA and the TC at conferences and meetings, according to the expertise of
the member and contributing to the TC’s publications, conferences and consultations.

As part of this new move, the TC has endorsed its vision statement, first introduced at Vancouver in 2000. Under this
statement, the primary goal of the TC is to to promote biblical truth by: networking theologians to serve the church in

obedience to Christ;  internationalizing theological frameworks; encouraging original theological
reflection and research;  defending and confirming the gospel; focusing discussion on practical and
relevant themes in varied contexts; articulating biblical truth in forms accessible to all Christians.
Processes include networking evangelical theological organizations and theologians worldwide,
organizing theological reflection teams, task forces, study groups, dialogue groups and other
international gatherings, and disseminating theological reflection about biblical truth  for use at by the
church at all levels.

The full statement may be found on the TC website at http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/intro.htm

New Structure under way for WEA Theological Commission

http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/intro.htm
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Reformation Year Celebrations take Shape
The 400th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 is attracting increasing attention as different
groups are planning commemorative events. The focus will be on Wittenberg, Germany (officially
Lutherstadt Wittenberg) and 31 October which is remembered as the day Dr Martin Luther
posted his famous 95 theses on the door of the castle church, although many events will take
place at other times and there will be a broad coverage. Heinrich Bedford-Strohm, chair of the
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany writes, ‘In summer 2017 we will together celebrate
the fact that the strength of Christian faith can change the world. Back in 1517 the theologian and
monk Martin Luther rediscovered the strength gained from God’s love. He sparked a debate and
changed society and the world as thoroughly as he changed the churches. Strength from faith
helps to “move mountains”. This has become a common idiom not least thanks to Martin
Luther’s translation of the Bible. Together we Christians can shape the world and society and
commit ourselves to life. In 500 years of Reformation history we have learned that it helps to
work with rather than against one another. That is why we are celebrating the Reformation
anniversary ecumenically with all Christian churches.’

The 36th German Protestant Kirchentag (assembly) will take place in Berlin and Wittenberg in
May 2017  in association with other events, and those attending will participate in a river bank
service within in view of the key buildings in Wittenberg associated with Luther and the

Reformation, including the Castle Church, and the church of St Mary. ‘Reformation Summer’ will also
include an exhibition, united worship services, and events for youth and children.

Recognizing the widespread effects of the Reformation far beyond Germany, the ‘Eureopean
Roadmap’  will commence in November 2016 covering many places in Europe including the
Netherlands, Hungary, Slovenia and Ireland, as well as Augsburg, Worms and the Wartburg. During
stops of 36 hours, events will take places focusing on Reformation related locations and
personalities. (For more information - visit www.r2017.org)

It will also be celebrated by many Protestant denominations, including Swiss churches and the World
Communion of Reformed Churches. The World Reformed Fellowship is organising an international
conference at the Luther Hotel in Wittenberg to be held 25-30 October (watch for more information
at www.WRFnet.org).

(Photos: Top - Castle Church tower, and bottom, Castle Church door showing the 95 theses. D Parker)

Asian Mission Leadership Conference
Dr. Thomas K Johnson represented the Theological Commission
at a meeting of the Asian Society for Missiology, July 7-9 in
Bangkok, Thailand http://www.asianmissiology.org/  under the
theme,  ‘Leadership Development for 21st Century Asian
Missions,’  Johnson spoke on ‘Leadership in the Context of
Religious Repression’ and challenged the participants to
consider not only the leadership role of individuals but also the
leadership role of the entire evangelical movement in relation to
other religions and ideologies, such that Evangelicals are able to
communicate strong convictions and truth claims while
simultaneously attempting to protect the rights of other
religious communities to communicate their convictions and
truth claims. Some other religions and systems of belief do not
give place for religious freedom for others, whereas protecting
such freedoms for others has a place in evangelical theology and

ethics, which gives Evangelicals the
opportunity to exercise global
leadership in relation to other
religions and ideologies.
Some of the theological background
for Johnson’s speech was previously
published in the International Journal
for Religious Freedom, vol. 6: 17-24,
available online at
http://iirf.eu/fileadmin/user_uploa
d/Journal/IJRF_Vol6-1.pdf.

TC at Orthodox ‘Good News’ Initiative
TC Executive
Director,
Rosalee
Velloso
Ewell, and
Senior
Consultant
on
Evangelism &
Mission,

John Baxter-Brown, served as official representatives of the WEA
at the 3rd International Lausanne - Orthodox Initiative, held at the
Sofia Centre in Helsinki, Finland during the first week of
September. This important gathering included church leaders
from around the world who met to pray together, to discern and
to better listen to the ways in which God is calling us to work
together for the sake of a suffering world. The theme of the
consultation was ‘Gospel as Good News.’ Dr Velloso Ewell
presented at one of the plenary sessions and a lively discussion
followed.

The gathering was greatly impacted by the images and stories of
refugees fleeing the wars in Syria and Iraq that were in the news
that week. We agreed that despite the differences between our
traditions, God's call to mission in such dire circumstances
requires a faithful and united approach to be the hands of Christ
in such contexts. Further regional gatherings are planned as
follow-ups to this international meeting.

www.r2017.org
www.WRFnet.org
http://www.asianmissiology.org/
http://iirf.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Journal/IJRF_Vol6-1.pdf.
http://iirf.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Journal/IJRF_Vol6-1.pdf.
http://iirf.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/Journal/IJRF_Vol6-1.pdf.
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TC Chair Represents WEA on Middle East Issues
Dr Thomas Schirrmacher, Executive Chair of the TC, has recently represented the WEA on key Middle East issues. One of these
was the opening of the new Genocide Museum in Byblos, Lebanon and the official centennial commemoration of the
Armenian genocide held by the Armenian Orthodox Church. Dr Schirrmacher spoke on behalf of the General Secretary of the
WEA, Bp. Efraim Tendero, assuring the gathering of patriarchs and leaders of churches from the Middle East that they can
count on the solidarity and support of the WEA. In an appeal, signed by WEA officials and presented by Thomas Schirrmacher,
the WEA challenged Christians from the entire world to work together to prevent the complete expulsion of Christian
churches from the areas where the very first Christian churches were planted.

The head of the Armenian Orthodox Church, Catholicos Aram I, proposed that the Armenian Genocide of a century ago set
the stage for the situation of Christians across the Middle East today, a situation in which Christians are being ‘dramatically
shaken.’ Many believers have been able to give a clear witness to their faith ‘in life and in death.’

 In a related move, the Patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox Church of Antioch, S. H. Moran Mor Ignatius Aphrem II, thanked the
World Evangelical Alliance for its intensive efforts for discriminated and persecuted members of his church and its members
on all levels - through prayer, through humanitarian help, through the media, on the political front, and with the UN. The
General Secretary of the WEA, Bishop Efraim Tendero, had recently met with the General Secretary of the United Nations and
had urged setting the situation Christians face in the Middle East at the top of the agenda.

Upon the occasion of an official visit of the Patriarch to Germany Thomas Schirrmacher gave an address demonstrating
solidarity and expressing good wishes on behalf of the WEA. This occurred within the framework of the Church Congress of
the Syriac Orthodox Church of Antioch in Germany, which took place in the St. Jakob v. Sarug cloister in Warburg/Westphalia.
During the Church Congress, Dr Schirrmacher also took part in a panel discussion on the question: ‘Christians in the Middle
East – an End to their History?’ Dr Schirrmacher emphasized that the political discussion of whether the killing of Oriental
Christians 100 years ago was genocide or not is bad enough in itself. ‘What is particularly bad is that this is taking place in light
of the fact that IS and other forces want to complete what was not completed 100 years ago. The genocide of Syrian Christians
is in full swing. It was just a few days ago that the Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia called for there to be no more churches in the
Arab world in ten years. For Christians it does not matter if it is IS or Saudi Arabia which stands opposed as an enemy, even if
the latter is officially fighting against IS. In the end, the goals are the same.’

Thomas Schirrmacher made it clear that in his view there are basically two alternatives: Either there will be serious protection
offered Christians on-site, or the countries of Europe will have to “seriously open the doors for refugees.” If instead one waits
a couple of years, there will simply no longer be any local Christians. And leaving the refugee catastrophe to the neighbouring
countries of Jordan, Lebanon, and Turkey is something which cannot be done for a longer period of time. At least Jordan and
Lebanon, where in the meantime the number of refugees in parts makes up more than 25% of the population, are not in such
a position to handle the situation, and in time one would have to worry about the political stability of these countries.

During the Church Congress, an exhibition relating to the genocide of Syrian Christians was opened. Not least of this exhibition
were the striking images of the displacement and murder of up to 500,000 Syrian and Armenian Christians at the end of the
Ottoman Empire. Since in contrast to the genocide of Armenians there has been little material which has been published on
Sayfo, which is the name Syrian Christians have given to the genocide, Thomas Schirrmacher has opened discussions with the
initiator and author of the exhibition in order to make the material relating to the exhibition available in book form.

Symposium in Leeds on ‘Christian Witness’ Document
Prof Kristeen Kim organised a one day
colloquium on the joint WEA, WCC and
PCID document on the ethics of
evangelisation, ‘Christian Witness in a
Multi-Religious World: Recommendations
for Conduct’. The meeting was held at
Leeds Trinity University, UK on Wed Sept
16, 2015.

It had among its participants key scholars
and church leaders from across the UK.
John Baxter-Brown and Rosalee Velloso
Ewell were both present and were asked to

give some background information on the process and use of the document since its launch in June 2011.

It was a stimulating discussion about the ethics of bearing witness to Christ in contexts of religious pluralism and in the
contemporary world of religious persecution and violence. It is the hope of the organizers that the symposium will lead to
further research and contextualizing of the document in the UK and beyond.
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Doing Theology Within the Global Church
By David Turnbull, Senior Lecturer in Intercultural Studies, Tabor Adelaide, South Australia

‘The centre of Christianity is shifting.  It is moving south and, to be precise, is nearing Timbuktu in Mali’
(David Blair, Centre of Christianity Moves to Africa, (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/ news/
worldnews/africaandindianocean/southafrica/1484450/Centre-of-Christianity-moves-to-Africa.html).
Approximately 63% of the 2.2 billion believers come from the majority world.  Europe and North
America are being left behind, (http://www.operationworld.org/regions).

Through immigration Australia is a recipient and a beneficiary of this demographic change.  In the last
census over 50% of the overseas born believers came from the majority world, not Europe and New
Zealand, a real change from similar data in 1986.  As a result, our churches are becoming increasingly

multiethnic.  This, in turn, raises questions about the nature of Christian life and the Christian community, and what it means
to be authentically multicultural. One area that needs to be explored is theological development and expression.  True
inclusion means doing theology together through mutual invitation and dialogue.  We should be aware that significant
theological developments have been taking place in the majority world, especially in the past 40 years or so, leading to the
development of distinctive voices which can contribute to our global theological and biblical discussions.

The presentation of theology in Australia will evolve and change through the influence of majority world believers as they
continue to develop their identity and own theology and adjust this to fit their new contexts.  A key question, therefore, is
how willing are we to sit at the table, to engage with and listen to the diasporic communities which are present in our
congregations and Christian communities, and to participate in the resultant theological conversations?

In terms of my own journey (including time spent in Africa and Asia and participating in Christian international conferences) I
have seen that there is much we hold in common around ‘non-negotiables’ in the areas of theology, Christology,
pneumatology, ecclesiology, eschatology, soleriology and missiology.  And there are benefits and blessings, not least of which
is the possibility of growth that can be gained from listening to the differences and the distinctives. For example, after
teaching at a theological college in northern Nigeria for a year my eyes were opened to the realities and dynamics of the spirit
world, something which Paul discusses frequently but which is often overlooked in our western, modern, ‘scientific’
theologies.  Likewise, my understanding of God, particularly his might and power, has been enriched by students who have
come from tribal and African Traditional religious background.

In recent years a number of books have been published which can help westerners engage with and learn from the richness
and diversity of contemporary global theology.  Particularly significant are Timothy Tennent’s Theology in the Context of
World Christianity, Veli-Matti Kärkkäinen’s many books on theological themes from a contextual and ecumenical perspective,
and Jeffrey Greenman and Gene Green’s Global Theology in Evangelical Perspective: Exploring the Contextual Nature of
Theology and Mission.

With the availability and accessibility of such foundational literature and contextual theologies from the regions, there are no
excuses for the conversations not to begin with listening to the theological voices from the majority world in churches and
theological education institutions.  We should celebrate the commonalities and the differences.

Barriers can be overcome in the journey of theological reflection and learning through intentional discipling, mentoring and
training.  Christian leaders need to be equipped formally and informally for this growing theological movement.  An example
of this is Tabor Adelaide developing a new subject in 2015 entitled ‘Doing Theology within the Global Church’.  Students will
explore theology from the perspectives of major theological strands in the global church and different geographic regions and
will discover that there is much is to be celebrated as God is at work.

Posted on Manna (Resources for life and ministry from Tabor Adelaide's School of Ministry, Theology and Culture) on 11 June
2015 by taboradelaidemtc (http://tabormtc.com/2015/06/11/doing-theology-within-the-global-church/)

(edited and revised version used with permission)

http://tabormtc.com/2015/06/11/doing-theology-within-the-global-church/
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TC involvement in 16th ICETE Consultation, Antalya, Turkey
Dr C Rosalee Velloso Ewell, Executive Director of the TC served as a participant and workshop leader in the Triennial 
Consultation of ICETE (International Council of Evangelical Theological Education), held in Antalya, Turkey in November. Bishop 
Ef Tendero, General Secretary of the WEA was also present at the international gathering. The theme 
of the meeting was ‘Engaged and effective: The impact of theological education.’ 

Dr Velloso Ewell was asked to present on how the churches view theological education and how the 
connections between church and seminary can be strengthened. Using scriptural narratives from the 
book of Nehemiah, the letters of Paul, and Luke 24, the workshop served to engage participants in 
discussions about (i) discernment and listening - what are the challenges the churches are facing now? 
What are the challenges in the future?; (ii) character formation - is the seminary forming disciples who 
are passionate about Jesus and serving God's kingdom?; (iii) leadership training that is both loving and 
humble, that asks where would Jesus be and with whom, and shapes students in such ways that they 
can then guide their churches to see the work of the Spirit among them. 

The ICETE gathering was also a time of fellowship and networking, where many evangelical institutions 
are able to connect, converse and learn from other institutions and people from around the world. 

Plenary sessions at the Consultation were taken by Dr Chris Wright (Langham Partnership), Dr Rupen 
Das (Tyndale University, Toronto, Canada), Dr Bernhard Ott (European Evangelical Accrediting 
Association), Dr Paul Penley and others. The closing address was by Dr David Baer (Overseas Council). 
Workshop session covered topics assessing church-based theological education, on-line learning, oral 
learning and the use of technology. 

ICETE is a global community, sponsored by nine regional associations of theological schools, to enable international interaction 
and collaboration among all those concerned for the enhancement of evangelical theological education worldwide. The 
International Director is Rev Dr Riad Kassis. For more information, visit http://www.icete-edu.org/

Dr C Rosalee Velloso 

Ewell

WEA in Consultation on Discrimination and Persecution
The WEA and its Theological Commission were involved in a gathering in which for the first time in modern history, every stream 
of global Christianity was present. Held at Tirana, Albania from 1-5 November, it was a consultation sponsored by the Global 
Christian Forum (GCF), on the theme, ‘Discrimination, Persecution, Martyrdom: Following Christ Together.’ The focus was on 
listening to churches and people experiencing these challenges especially in the Middle East, Africa and Asia, and learning how 
to support them.  

The GCF is global body which brings together Christian churches and organizations from all the major streams of world 
Christianity. It is an open space where all Christians can meet to nurture unity by fostering mutual respect and understanding 
as well as by addressing together common challenges. GCF was supported in organising the consultation by the World 
Evangelical Alliance (WEA), the World Council of Churches (WCC), Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity (Roman 
Catholic Church), the Pentecostal World Fellowship.

 Bp Efraim Tendero, Secretary General of the WEA, said in his remarks to participants, ‘As Christians, we follow a Lord who was 
crucified as a criminal. The good news that Jesus brought was a threat both to civil and religious powers of his day, so it should 
come as no surprise to us that persecution will likely follow for those who follow Jesus. And yet… we come together because 
the gospel also says NO to persecution. Despite the differences that separate some of our communities of faith, the current 
crises around the world demand that together we collaborate for those who suffer persecution and martyrdom.’

Discrimination, persecution, martyrdom (cont. on page 2)
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New Set of Statements on Bioethics & Biotechnology 
A new online collection of church and ecumenical statements on bioethics and biotechnology has been launched by the global 
ethics network Globethics.net (www.globethics.net), developed in collaboration with the World Council of Churches.  The 
collection contains more than 250 documents from ecumenical organizations, and Orthodox, Protestant and Roman Catholic 
traditions, covering issues such as stem cell research, cloning and organ transplants, and are classified by theme and by 
organization or institution. The impetus for the collection came from a meeting of a WCC working group on genetic 
engineering, Dr Martin Robra, special advisor to the WCC general secretary. Research was undertaken by Dr Gary Vachicouras, 
a biologist and theologian, then a lecturer at the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambésy, Switzerland, 
who now works for the Hardt Foundation, Geneva.  The collection has been further developed and placed online by 
Globethics.net staff, including the development of a detailed classification tree by institution and theme. 

The online collection can be accessed at: www.globethics.net/web/church-statements-on-bioethics It is part of the 
Globethics.net Global Digital Library on Ethics, and is also available to users of the Global Digital Library on Theology and 
Ecumenism, a joint project of Globethics.net and the WCC with other organizations. Globethics.net is a global network 
promoting reflection and action on ethics, with a head office in Geneva, and which offers access to a large number of 
resources on ethics, especially through its online ethics library.

WCC General Secretary, Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, said, ‘An increasing number of churches and Christians go 
through different types of darkness at this moment of our history as one humanity. I have become deeply 
saddened by the harsh realities, the violence and the suffering of so many people because of tensions and 
conflicts in our time.’ ‘

Speaking from personal experience about the persecution of Christians and other religious communities in 
Asia, and particularly her home country Pakistan, Dr Farhana Anthony Nazir, an academic and theologian 
teaching at the Gujranwala Theological Seminary, said that ‘Christians in Pakistan are not alone in their 
quest for justice, as there are other communities who share a sense of vulnerability.’ She expressed her 
hope that by addressing these issues with support from the global churches it should be possible to ensure 

equal rights for all.

The Executive Chair of the WEA Theological Commission, Dr Thomas Schirrmacher and the Dr Godfrey Yogarajah, Director of 
the WEA Religious Liberty Commission presented a detailed paper on ‘The Biblical Basis for Human Rights and Religious 
Freedom.’  Part of the 18 page statement says, ‘The Bible thus measures the justice of a country by its protection of the weak. 
Not only the condition of the wealthy or the ruling class, but also the condition of the simple citizens is to be considered. Not 
only the condition of the State Church is significant, but also the condition of the smaller Christian groups. Not only the 
condition of the judges with money and power to defend their rights, is important, but also the condition of the poor, the 
widows and the orphans in court.’  (For the full paper, visit the WEA website)

Bp Efraim Tendero said that the WEA would ‘do whatever possible to help and train our people to overcome prejudices against 
other Christian traditions and not to confuse things from the past with present realities. We want to state very clearly, that we 
want to continue the work that started with this consultation. The four bodies need to work together and all Christian churches 
worldwide have to work together ongoingly in matters of discrimination, persecution and martyrdom, which includes going 
beyond the surface to address some of the hard problems among us.’  Bp Tendero announced that the WEA would appoint 
evangelical ambassadors to other Christian communities with an emphasis on religious freedom, both to improve relations 
with them overcoming suspicion from history and to cooperate in reacting to discrimination and persecution together (eg in 
dealing with the governments). The WEA would ask its Religious Liberty Commission and especially the International Institute 
for Religious to cooperate even more with non-evangelical Christians and churches and their research and educational 
organizations and would be glad if the other bodies would reciprocate. 

The final statement of the Consultation pointed out that the country where the event was held ‘was declared by its constitution 
to be an atheist state in 1967, and now has flourishing churches in a framework of religious freedom even though some 
discrimination may remain.’ It went on to say, ‘As we follow Christ, Christians can be exposed to any form of persecution, 
suffering and martyrdom, because the sinful world is against the Gospel of salvation. But from earliest times Christians 
experienced the hope and reality of the Resurrection through walking the way of the Cross. Together we follow Christ as we 
“hunger and thirst for righteousness” (Matthew 5:6) for all.’ It added, ‘We acknowledge that solidarity among Christian 
churches is needed to strengthen Christian witness in the face of discrimination, persecution, and martyrdom. In the 21st 
century, we need to urgently strengthen the solidarity of all Christians, following up on what has been accomplished with 
insight and discernment from this Consultation. We repent of having at times persecuted each other and other religious 
communities in history, and ask forgiveness from each other and pray for new ways of following Christ together.’  

See page 4 for some further extracts from the 10 point statement, and for the full document, visit the WEA website.

Discrimination, persecution, martyrdom (cont. From Page 1)

Dr Godfrey Yoga-

rajah
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Challenges of Fundamentalism in Theological Education 
Raised at Brazil consultation 

For public theology, ‘the essential and pressing task of the churches and theological education is to foster love, dialogue, 
forgiveness, reconciliation’ says Prof. Dr Rudolf Von Sinner, moderator of the World Council of Churches’ (WCC) commission 
on Ecumenical Theological Education (ETE) and faculty member at Faculdades EST in São Leopoldowho delivered a keynote 
presentation at a consultation in São Leopoldo, Brazil, between 19 and 23 November.  The presentation stressed the role of 
religion in the current global context. The event at Faculdades EST was the first part of a twin consultation and received 
contributions from international, intercultural and ecumenical perspectives on issues concerning ‘Reformation and One 
World’. Partners will add insights from the consultation to the 500th anniversary celebrations of the Reformation in 2017. 

Prof. Dr Esther Mombo, from the St. Paul University, Kenya was another keynote speaker. She showed how the themes of 
Reformation, Education, and Transformation are ‘an ongoing process not trapped in the historical milieu in which they 
happened.'  Dr Ioan Sauca, associate general secretary of the WCC and director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, 
Switzerland, noted the consultation is an important tool of the WCC’s ETE programme. ‘Theological education helps churches 
to prepare better community leaders, theologians and theological educators to become interpreters of the gospel in the 
world, and to build viable bridges of understanding between churches of different traditions and the fractured societies of 
contemporary times,' he said. 

The second part of the twin consultation will take place in Halle, Germany, in May 2016. The initiative is promoted by 
Evangelisches Missionswerk (EMW), Brot für die Welt, Faculdades EST, Franckesche Stiftungen zu Halle and Martin Luther 
Universität Halle-Wittenberg, in cooperation with the WCC, the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), the World Communion of 
Reformed Churches (WCRC) and the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). Learn more about the twin consultation at 
www.r-e-t.net WCC’s Ecumenical Theological Education programme. 

Adapted from an article on the World Council of Churches website. 

Lausanne Appoints New Theology Working 
Group Leader

The Lausanne Movement has appointed Dr. David Platt is to serve as the new chair of the 
Lausanne Theology Working Group (LTWG). Executive Chair of the WEA Theological 
Commission, Dr Thomas Schirrmacher said, ‘We congratulate Lausanne and Dr Platt, and we 
anticipate a fruitful relationship in the future!’

Dr. Platt is President of the International Mission Board (IMB), a US Baptist mission which supports 4,000 missionaries 
worldwide, many of whom he visited in recent years. He holds degrees in Journalism and Theology with a PhD from New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary where he also served as Dean of the Chapel and Assistant Professor of Expository 
Preaching and Apologetics.  He has also served for eight years as the Senior Pastor of The Church at Brook Hills in Birmingham, 
AL, and founded the ministry, Radical, which supports churches in their mission and outreach. 

Death of Prominent British NT Scholar
I. Howard Marshall, Professor Emeritus of New Testament Exegesis at the University of Aberdeen, 
died from cancer on 12 December, 2015 after a short illness. Professor Marshall, born 1934, was 
prominent in biblical and academic circles in Europe through his leadership of the Tyndale 
Fellowship, the British New Testament Society, the Fellowship of European Evangelical Theologians 
(FEET). He taught and supervised many generations of post-graduate students. His main research 
interests were Luke-Acts, the Pastoral and and New Testament Theology. He authored many 
commentaries and such well known books as Biblical Inspiration (1982), Beyond the Bible (2004), 
Aspects of the Atonement (2007) and  A New Testament Theology (2004); he was consulting editor 
for Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (1992). He held a PhD from the University of Aberdeen and 
a DD from Asbury. He will be remembered as much for his faith and personal qualities as for his 
scholarship. A former student, Dr Darrel Bock, said, ‘If one writes about the life of a scholar, you can 
expect a list of his books and academic accomplishments. But what is that scholar like as a person? 
What mark did that leave? When I think of I. Howard Marshall, it is who he was that made him special, not just what he did.’ 
(Link)
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DISCRIMINATION, PERSECUTION, MARTYRDOM: FOLLOWING CHRIST TOGETHER 

Global Consultation 1 - 5 November 2015  Tirana, Albania   

CONSULTATION MESSAGE  (excerpts)

If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together. (1 Corinthians 12:26)  

4. We have come together because discrimination, persecution and martyrdom among Christians and people of other faiths in the 
contemporary world are growing due to a complex variety of factors in different realities and contexts.  

5. As we follow Christ, Christians can be exposed to any form of persecution, suffering and martyrdom, because the sinful world is 
against the Gospel of salvation. But from earliest times Christians experienced the hope and reality of the Resurrection through 
walking the way of the Cross. Together we follow Christ as we “hunger and thirst for righteousness” (Matthew 5:6) for all.  

6. The life of the Church for centuries has been a constant witness in two ways: the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ, and the 
testimony through the shedding of the martyr’s blood. The 21st century is full of moving stories of faithful people who have paid 
for their dedication to Christ through suffering, torture and execution. Christian martyrs unite us in ways we can hardly imagine.  

7. We acknowledge that solidarity among Christian churches is needed to strengthen Christian witness in the face of discrimination, 
persecution, and martyrdom. In the 21st century, we need to urgently strengthen the solidarity of all Christians, following up on 
what has been accomplished with insight and discernment from this Consultation.  

8. We repent of having at times persecuted each other and other religious communities in history, and ask forgiveness from each 
other and pray for new ways of following Christ together.  In communion with Christ we commit ourselves: 

(a) To listen more to the experiences of Christians, Churches, and of all those who are discriminated against and persecuted, 
and deepen our engagement with suffering communities.  

(b) To pray more for Churches, Christians, and for all those suffering discrimination and persecution, as well as for the 
transformation of those who discriminate and persecute.  

(c) To speak up more with respect and dignity, with a clear and strong voice together, on behalf of those who are suffering.  

(d) To do more in mutual understanding to find effective ways of solidarity and support for healing, reconciliation, and for the 
religious freedom of all oppressed and persecuted people.  

9. Listening to the experience of those going through challenging times, praying and discerning together ways of following Christ in 
these harsh realities, the Consultation calls on:  

(a) All Christians to include more prominently in their daily prayers those who are discriminated against, persecuted, and 
suffering for the fulfilment of God’s Kingdom.  

(b) All Christian organisations on regional, national and local levels from various traditions to learn, pray and work together in 
their localities for the persecuted to ensure they are better supported.  

(c) All Churches to engage more in dialogue and co-operation with other faith communities, and be “as wise as serpents and 
innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16) by remaining vigilant, watchful and fearless in the face of discrimination and persecution.  

(d) All persecutors who discriminate against and oppress Christians and violate human rights to cease their abuse, and to affirm 
the right of all human beings to life and dignity.  

(e) All governments to respect and protect the freedom of religion and belief of all people as a fundamental human right. We 
also appeal to governments and international organisations to respect and protect Christians and all other people of goodwill 
from threats and violence committed in the name of religion. In addition, we ask them to work for peace and reconciliation, to 
seek the settlement of on-going conflicts, and to stop the flow of arms, especially to violators of human rights.   

(f) All media to report in an appropriate and unbiased way on violations of religious freedom, including the discrimination and 
persecution of Christians as well as of other faith communities.  

(g) All educational institutions to develop opportunities and tools to teach young people in particular about human rights, 
religious tolerance, healing of memories and hostilities of the past, and peaceful means of conflict resolution and reconciliation.  

(h) All people of goodwill to work for justice, peace and development, knowing that poverty and disrespect of human dignity 
are major contributing factors to violence.  

May God the Father who created us equal by His grace, strengthen our efforts to overcome all forms of discrimination and 
persecution. May His Holy Spirit guide us in solidarity with all those who seek peace and reconciliation. May He heal the wounds of 
the persecuted and grant us hope as we look forward to the glorious coming of our Lord Jesus Christ who will make all things new. 
 

Full text: http://www.bucer.de/fileadmin/dateien/Dokumente/BQs/BQ300ff/BQ385/DPM_Message__English_.pdf
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Rev Dr Rolf Hille Honoured for Long Service
On March 4th, at the WEA's International Leadership Forum
in Seoul, Korea, Bishop Efraim Tendero and Dr Rosalee
Velloso Ewell paid special honour to Rev Prof Dr Rolf Hille,
former Executive Chair of the WEA's Theological
Commission. Dr Hille's latest work for the WEA was the
conclusion of a 6-year long formal dialogue process with the
Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity
(PCPCU). At the ILF, Dr Hille was interviewed by John Baxter-
Brown (TC Senior Advisor on Evangelism) about this work
with PCPCU.

Rev Hille has served the WEA for 30 years both in the
Theological Commission and in ecumenical relations. During
the closing ceremony of the ILF, he was honoured with
prayers and presented with a special plaque for his faithful
service to the WEA over such a long time. The text of the
plaque read: ‘Presented to Rev Prof Dr Rolf Hille - In grateful
recognition of his thirty years of service at WEA’s
Theological Commission and in Ecumenical Relations. "For it

is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure." Philippians 2:13 Presented by Bp
Efraim Tendero, Secretary General / CEO of the WEA, at the WEA International Leadership Forum, Seoul, South Korea, March
2016.’

Dr Hille holds a PhD in Theology from Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich, and was a lecturer and student advisor of
Albrecht-Bengel-Haus in Tübingen, 1989-1995. He became principal in 1995 just before being appointed to the Theological
Commission, and served until 2009. He now directs its doctoral supervisory program. He was Chair of the WEA Theological
Commission 1996-2008,  and since 2009, Director for Ecumenical Affairs of WEA from 1993-2013. He was also chairman of the
Fellowship of German Evangelical Theologians and has authored many theological publications.

TC Executive Director in
Burkina Faso

In February 2016, Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell (Executive
Director of the TC) spent a week in Burkina Faso
teaching and facilitating discussions on theological
education and integral mission. In Ouagadougou she
participated in ‘Thinking Theologically,’ a large
gathering sponsored by Tearfund that brought
together leaders and directors of Bible colleges from
across West Africa.

The aim was to encourage these people to share best
practices in holistic teaching and training, to learn and
discuss with one another about the pressing challenges

of doing theology in their region, and to pray. While in Burkina Dr Vellose Ewell also spent some time at the Assemblies of God
Bible College in Koubri where she spoke in chapel and in many of the classes.

Dr Velloso Ewell with some of the Tearfund staff and the organizer of
the conference, Prof Mbairodbee Njegollmi

http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
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Appreciating Africa
Veteran missionary, Jim Harries, has published a new book, New Foundations for Appreciating Africa:
beyond religious and secular deceptions, drawing upon his time in Zambia and East Africa which stretches
over nearly 30 years. Harries, (PhD in theology, University of Birmingham, UK), is chairman of the Alliance
for Vulnerable Mission (AVM) and has had many articles and reviews published in our journal, Evangelical
Review of Theology. His primary formal occupation is Bible teaching with indigenous churches in the Luo
and Swahili languages.  He says, ‘The natural world alone provides an insufficient foundation for life.
African people, as others, look elsewhere for guidance. The secularism implicitly taught in educational
systems throughout the African continent frequently fails to engage with weaknesses in today’s status
quo. Here-uncovered Christian roots of secularism can provide a means to interact with African and

majority world realities. It is time for dominant western scholars to stop ignoring activity in the divine realm.’

The European edition of this 106 page book  has been published with VKLW publishers, the International/US edition will be
published by Wipf&Stock and will be available at amazon.com.  See also WEA Theological Commission World of Theology Series,
(No 9) ISBN 9783862691159,  http://www.bucer.de/ressourcen/wea-cd.html (last entry).

Evangelical Theologians to meet at Lutherstadt Wittenberg
The biennial conference of the Fellowship of European Evangelical Theologians
(FEET) will be held at Lutherstadt Wittenberg, Germany,August 26-30 this year.
The theme of the conference is ‘The Reformation - its theology and its legacy’. It
will open with its first main paper and discussion on the evening of August 26,
delivered by Professor Christoph Raedel (Freie Theologische Hochscule Giessen)
on ‘Guilt, Shame and Forgiveness’. This session will be preceded by an opening
address by the FEET Chairman, Professor Pierre Berthould. There will be five
main papers discussing questions such as leadership, authority, and freedom of
conscience.

Other papers will focus on church unity, education, worship, art, persecution
and other religions, but the special feature will be a series of papers on the
regional impact of the Reformation.  Another feature will be a guided tour of

various historical sites in the Wittenberg such as the Castle Church, Town Church, Luther’s House and Melancthon house. A
post-conference tour to other key Luther sites at Erfurt and Eisenach will also be available.

FEET is a network of theological scholars seeking to combine the highest academic standards with a commitment to the
authority of Scripture and to orthodox biblical theology. Its main function is to organise its biennial international conference but
it has also helped to establish national theological organisations in many countries and it is associated with the multi-lingual
European Journal of Theology. Conference registrations are required by 30 June. Further information may be obtained from Mr
Gert Hain at kasse@afet.de or by clicking here.

ICETE Consultation Materials On-line
Materials from the 2015 consultation of ICETE (International Council for Evangelical Theological Education) have been posted
on-line at the TheologicalEducation.net site. Click here for the URL. The gathering was held at Antalya, Turkey in November
2015, with the theme, ‘Engaged and effective: The impact of theological education.’

One of the presenters was Dr C Rosalee Velloso Ewell, Executive Director of the TC, who discussed the ways in which
churches view theological education and how the connections between church and seminary can be strengthened. A number
of leading speakers were featured at the plenary sessions, while workshop sessions covered topics assessing church-based
theological education, on-line learning, oral learning and the use of technology. For more information about ICETE, visit
http://www.icete-edu.org/

Reformation Commemoration
The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and the Roman Catholic Church will hold a joint ecumenical commemoration of the

Reformation on 31 October, 2016, in Lund, Sweden. The event is taking place in anticipation of the 500th Reformation
anniversary in 2017. It will include worship based on the recently published Catholic-Lutheran ‘Common Prayer’ liturgical guide.
‘The LWF is approaching the Reformation anniversary in a spirit of ecumenical accountability,’ said Junge. Cardinal Koch,
President of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity explained: ‘By concentrating together on the centrality of the
question of God and on a Christocentric approach, Lutherans and Catholics will have the possibility of an ecumenical
commemoration of the Reformation, not simply in a pragmatic way, but in the deep sense of faith in the crucified and
resurrected Christ.’                                                                                      (Adapted from WCC press release 10 February 2016)

http://www.bucer.de/ressourcen/wea-cd.html, 
www.vkonline.com
http://www.paternosterperiodicals.co.uk/european-journal-of-theology
mailto:kasse@afet.de
mailto:kasse@afet.de
http://www.paternosterperiodicals.co.uk/european-journal-of-theology/conference-2016-introduction?
http://www.theologicaleducation.net/articles/index.htm?category_id=77
http://www.icete-edu.org/
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Schirrmacher: Human Rights prior to all Religions and
World Views

TC Executive Chair, Dr Thomas Schirrmacher, recently spoke at a
Georgian-German Symposium entitled ‘Christianity and European
Civilization’ conducted by the Professorenforum and the International
Center for Christian Studies at the Orthodox Church of Georgia (ICCS) at
Scheyern near Pfaffenhofen in Bavaria.

In his opening lecture, ‘Christianity and Human Rights,’ he declared
that the modern idea of human rights cannot to be adequately
legitimated without seeing their origin in Christianity: ‘Human rights are
predicated upon the essence of human beings as creatures of God, not in
their adherence to a religion or a world view’, he said.

Human rights and their claim to universal validity were codified in the form of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
issued by the United Nations in 1948, admittedly without having a generally accepted derivation and justification provided with
them. However, Schirrmacher expressed the fear that if there is no higher authority upon which retrospective dependence can
be placed with respect to the human rights catalogue, then human rights can only be seen as the result of a vote and would
only be valid as long as they were were agreed to. Their position as prior to the state can only be justified in a manner relating
to world view.

Schirrmacher analyzed the theological foundations of the human rights discussion, saying, ‘People, and indeed this means
all people and not only Christians, are creatures of God and images of God and therefore have a sublime dignity which precedes
everything else. This dignity is independent of how the individual stands in relation to God. Also, then, it is independent of
whether that person is a Christian or not. Accordingly, human dignity and human rights are grounded in the essence of what it
means to be a human made in the image of God. Consequently, it is not the state which produces human rights. Rather, the
state only formulates and protects them.’

He concluded by arguing that Christian churches cannot claim human rights as their own. ‘We Christians know that the fact
that we believe in God does not protect us from bad decisions and actions, as numerous examples from history demonstrate.’
However, he added, ‘it would help many religious people around the world if they would look less at the secular and thus, for
them, more threatening character of human rights. Rather, they should stand up with Judaism and Christianity for the
authorization of human rights by the Creator and for anchoring human rights in the individual's created nature.’

Since its founding at the end of the 1990s, the ‘Professorenforum’ has brought together scholars from various subject areas,
countries, and denominations for discourse on Christian and Occidental values and world view and their significance for
academia and society. The Professorenforum also organizes discussion events at German universities and in some non-
German-speaking foreign countries. This has also occurred since 2013 in the form of a Georgian-German dialog. This year's
Symposium was opened by the Georgian Metropolitan Daniel (Datuashvili), who said, ‘The main goal of our conference is to
put the role Christianity has played in the development of intellectual culture before the eyes of European society and the
entire world. Faith and scholarship do not stand counter to each other. Rather, they complement each other.’

Adapted from Bonner Querschnitte 390 – No. 54/2015

TC Journal Features new Theology Book by Prolific Author
A new introduction to theology is a special feature of the April 2016 issue of Evangelical Review
of Theology, published by the WEA Theological Commission (click here for details). The journal
presents a panel discussion of the book, by Amos Yong (Fuller Theological Seminary), whose
work has appeared in the TC’s publication before, both in the form of articles by him and reviews
of his books. This new volume is titled, Renewing Christian Theology: Systematics for a Global
Christianity, a paperback (477 pages) published by Baylor University Press in 2014. Unusually for
a book of this type, it includes 56 colour images which form an essential part of the presentation;
there are other interesting features of the book brought out by the panel, not least of which is
the way it starts its theological vision with eschatology!

The presentation consists of a group of papers which arose from a symposium held at Lee
University in Cleveland TN in November 2015. They are introduced by Christopher A.
Stephenson who sets the scene for the book. Then follow four reviews - by Lisa P. Stephenson,
Chris Green, Mark H. Mann, and Thomas Jay Oord. They are rounded off by a response from

Yong himself who reflects on some of the points raised by the articles, helping to explain his vision of a renewalist theology.

For more details, contact Alphagraphics at periodicals@alphagraphics.co.uk

http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/intro.htm
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/publications/ERT.htm
mailto:periodicals@alphagraphics.co.uk
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Theology in the Service of the Church
By Rev Dr Neville Callum, General Secretary, Baptist World Alliance

When his book, Salt, Light and A City: Introducing Missional Ecclesiology was released in 2012, Graham Hill
promised his readers a companion volume that would draw from theological works in the ‘Majority World’ as
a contribution to a better understanding of the missional nature and practice of the church. The promised
book, Global Church: Reshaping our Conversations, Renewing our Mission, Revitalizing our Churches (Downer’s
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2016) is now available. In deciding to write this book, Hill set himself an ambitious
project and many readers will agree that he has lived up to the expectation formed in the minds of those who read his earlier
work.

Hill names the book’s audience: The work is written primarily for the people in the ‘Global North.’ Hill wants them to
‘abandon their flawed Eurocentric and Americentric worldviews’ and adopt a ‘new global and missional narrative’ influenced
by what they can learn from ‘the Majority World and indigenous cultures…about the church’s mission, worship, theology and
community.’

Hill’s plan is impressive: He peruses theological writings emerging in the Majority World in order to discern what may be
gleaned for the benefit of the church in the Global North and beyond. Of course, it is difficult for any one person to secure
sufficient access to the vast body of literature produced in the Global South. We can have nothing but admiration for those
who are bold enough to try to develop an adequate understanding of ideas that emerge from contexts vastly different from
their own.

Of course, where theological reflection is understood as primarily a constructive task undertaken more through the spoken
rather than written medium, printed essays reflect only part of the story of a people’s reflections on God’s mission among
them. However, printed works are often more accessible to those who are not hearers of the sermons and presentations given
in Bible study sessions and elsewhere.

Like those who participated in the 2004 Pattaya Forum, Hill opts for the term ‘Majority World Church’ over the church in
the Global South. One reason why some people from the part of the world that this term references prefer to describe
themselves as coming from the Global South is that they have seen how a quantitative calculus has tyrannized some Christians
in other parts of the world. Quantitative measurement, whether of money or people, tells a story, but not the whole story, and
often the story it tells tends to prioritize quantity over quality – a habit that puts at risk those who are focused on Christian
discipleship.

Hill’s goal is clear: He wants the church in the Global North to listen to, and learn from, the insights emerging in the ‘Majority
World Church.’ He calls on Christians in the North, whom he accuses of having ignored the voices from the South, to participate
in fresh conversations that will evince a new global missional narrative. These conversations, he says, ‘must be multivocal,
multicultural, multipeopled, missional and glocal (global and local).’

Hill has produced a book that will be appreciated by anyone who cares about our interdependent churches, their vocational
self-understanding and the manner in which they participate in the mission of God in the world today. Hill makes it clear that
his book does not address the perspectives of those in communities in diaspora. It will be interesting to see whether such
communities will claim that what Hill passionately calls for corresponds in what they seek to do every day.

Meanwhile, people from the Global South will want to continue to interrogate how far their understanding of God’s ways
of working in their cultures is influenced by insights from metropolitan centres. They will want to continue to develop their own
contextual theologies – a task those in the North have been doing for centuries. Then, because of the catholicity of the church,
they will want to dialogue with their fellow Christians from the Global North, but without ever wanting to impose their own
views on others. Then, a way will need to be found to determine how the partners will proceed in crafting new narratives in
response to Hill’s invitation.

Those who, like me, are from the Caribbean will want the contributions that several of their theologians have made to the
quest for an understanding of the church’s mission in their region to be treated with appropriate respect. What a debt of
gratitude we owe to people like Idris Hamid, Adolfo Ham, Ashley Smith, Hyacinth Boothe, Lewin Williams, Theresa Lowe-Ching,
Burchell Taylor and Horace Russell – to name a few. We will be also be appreciative of the effort Hill has made to highlight the
need for the sharing of the riches that are unearthed in all parts of the world as people seek to plumb the depths of God’s
workings among them and discern how faithfully to respond.

Hill continues to display how theological scholarship can serve the church that is mission-centered. We look forward to the
dynamic conversions that his accessible text, Global Church, will inspire. We encourage you to read and study this book.
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TC Executive Director at Interfaith Forum

In April 2016 Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell participated in the first meeting of the senior advisors for KAICIID – the King Abdullah
International Centre for Interfaith Dialogue in Vienna, Austria. KAICIID has a focus on strengthening communication and
reconciliation in places of conflict around the world.

The new Advisory Forum was formed at the end of last year and this was its first gathering, with senior representatives and
leaders from all major religions around the world. The Forum advisors were able to meet one another, being building friendships
and learn about possible projects and the formation of working groups within KAICIID. The current work in Myanmar and
Nigeria, which focus on education and serving young people will continue and to these additional projects will be added.

Recruiting for Ecumenical Educational Project
Prof. Thomas K. Johnson, Ph.D., WEA Religious Freedom Ambassador to the Vatican, is recruiting Evangelical scholars to

participate in a long-term joint Evangelical/Roman Catholic project. The aim of the project is to develop educational materials
usable at different levels that will support religious freedom and the related first-generation human rights. The project will also
deal with background problems that tend to cause religious persecution and other major human rights abuses.

In announcing the project Johnson said, ‘A key philosophical premise of the project is that Evangelicals and Roman Catholics
have substantial areas of agreement but also some small but fascinating areas of disagreement that can be used effectively for
educational purposes.’ He added, ‘The goal is to use educational means to help prompt a new wave of Christian inspired
democracy in cultures where this is still needed. It is desired that this project may eventually expand to include scholars from
the Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox traditions.’

Participants for this project should hold a Ph.D. in a relevant field along with significant publications, and have or be willing
to quickly develop a broad knowledge of both Evangelical social ethics and Catholic social doctrine. It is hoped that they will be
able to participate easily in English and also be fluent in another major language. It is hoped that most participants will be
employed in an educational or church institution and use their research and writing time to serve in this project for several
years. Communication will be mostly via email or Skype, with few meetings in person.  Those Interested personally or able to
recommend someone to participate, should contact Dr. Johnson by email: Johnson.thomas.k@gmail.com.

http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
Johnson.thomas.k@gmail.com
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Theological Institution Focused E-Learning Making Progress
An e-Learning and student database platform designed for theological
institutions is making progress in its first year launch under the
sponsorship of the World Evangelical Theological Institute Alliance
(WETIA).  EdBrite is an integrated learning management system (LMS)
and student information system (SIS) that was launched in August
2015 with the goal to provide quality, affordable, easy-to-use
education technology for theological schools.

Since its launch, nearly 60 schools have signed up to use the
platform which provides web-based tools for blended on-campus
learning, full online education, and student database administration
for efficiently organizing students/curriculum data.  EdBrite has not

only drawn interest from theological higher education, but missionary training programs, elementary, and middle schools have
also signed up for the platform.

Current tools include an online classroom that can post announcements, documents, discussion boards, videos, quizzes, and
grades in both blended, online, and self-paced formats.  Administrative tools include student data, grades, reports, curriculum
planning, finance, and announcements.  WETIA also plans to upload free course content from partnering ministries, so that
schools without an online program can get started easily.  As part of WETIA sponsorship, EdBrite is free for schools with less
than 25 active users and has affordable pricing for schools with more than 25.

The World Evangelical Theological Institute Association (WETIA) is a non-profit organization linking a global network of
evangelical theological colleges and seminaries through the application of information technology.

For more information and to sign up for a free trial of EdBrite, please visit: http://www.edbrite.com

For more information on WETIA, please visit: http://wetia.org

Landslide changes in Catholic and Global Christianity
In a guest lecture at Westminster Theological Seminary, a prominent Reformed seminary in Philadelphia, Thomas

Schirrmacher, the Chair of the Theological Commission of the World Evangelical Alliance, described and discussed landslide
changes in the Catholic Church and in global Christianity.

While dogmatic differences are decreasing, moral differences are increasing, Schirrmacher said. Using the ordination of
homosexual clergy as an example for growing division, Schirrmacher also pointed to the full acceptance of wrongly so called
‘monophysite’ churches, such as the Coptic, Syriac-Orthodox or the Armenian-Orthodox Churches, as example of doctrinal
convergence. In the light of modern research and intra-church discussions, the Monophysitist and Chalcedonian positions
appear to differ mainly in their usage of the key term ‘nature’, not in what they actually confess about Jesus or see as a summary
of Biblical doctrine. Schirrmacher gave a second guest lecture on the same topic at John Jay Institute in Philadelphia. The
institute prepares future civil leaders through half a year of community and intense academic training.

Through his contacts and travels as a lecturer, Schirrmacher has a wide knowledge of different Christian churches and
confessions worldwide. He has been involved in several commissions between the Vatican, the World Council of Churches and
the World Evangelical Alliance.

200th Anniversary of the American Bible
Society and the World Assembly of the

United Bible Societies (UBS)
About 1000 people gathered for the opening gala in celebration of the bicentennial of the
American Bible Society in Philadelphia, USA. As part of the UBS Global Council, Dr Rosalee
Velloso Ewell attended the gala and participated in board meetings for UBS during the
month of May.

Together with Cardinal John Olorunfemi Onaiyekan, Cardinal Archbishop of Abuja,
Nigeria, Dr Ewell presided over the opening worship service for the World Assembly and
spoke on the text of Genesis 1-2.

UBS's world assemblies happen about every 6 years and bring together directors and
presidents of the more than 100 Bible Societies around the world. During the 2016 World
Assembly, special focus was put on member societies suffering from persecution and the
violence of wars and a renewed commitment towards prayer and working for peace was
made by all.

http://www.paternosterperiodicals.co.uk/european-journal-of-theology/conference-2016-introduction?
http://www.edbrite.com
http://www.edbrite.com
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Global Forum of Theological Educators (GFTE) First Meeting

Dr Thomas Schirrmacher and Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell both participated in the first meeting of GFTE, held near Frankfurt,
Germany in May 2016. Dr Ewell is part of the executive committee of GFTE, which brought together about 80 Christian
theologians and educators from around the world, from all Christian traditions, to meet one another, learn about theological
education in their various contexts, to build friendships and break down stereotypes and misconceptions. It was a very positive
and Spirit-filled event. Participants agreed that GFTE needs to continue meeting, to strengthen the friendships made and to
work together for better theological education around the globe.

 The ‘Concluding Message’ of the meeting said, ‘Drawing on reflections from the book of Acts, participants gathered in the
Spirit of Pentecost, aware that the core conviction of Christians—from whatever strand of Christian tradition they come—is to
witness to the reality of God‘s transforming love while standing together, not allowing anyone to become isolated. There was
a clear sense that each had something to contribute to the common table.’

It added, ‘The GFTE meeting was a unique moment, as it is the only time in the recent history of Christianity that such a
diverse spectrum of leaders in theological education has joined together to underline the common tasks that face all Christian
traditions. Some of these tasks include: building up new leadership for the mission of the church, strengthening the sense of
unity between Christians, giving witness to justice with peace in the world, and supporting all aspects of theological education.
The meeting was characterized by a deep sense of humility and of mutual openness in prayer and dialogue.’

The message concluded, ‘We are aware that we can complement each other and need each other with the different gifts we
bring to the common table in the area of theological education. The need to overcome stereotypes and caricatures of each
other is crucial not just for theological education but also for our witness in a world that is torn apart by wars, violence and so
many types of injustice. We have been made aware of the need to continue conversations started in this first gathering, to
foster friendships and collaboration birthed from our dialogue, and to seek together, as educators, to work toward
transformative theological education that serves the churches and God’s kingdom.’

South Asia Bible Commentary: Faithful...Clear...Relevant
After eight years’ work by scholars and editors - partnered with the support of Langham donors - the South Asia Bible

Commentary was launched in New Delhi, India on Sunday 4 October 2015 with over 750 invited guests in attendance.

The celebrations started with a liturgical Thanksgiving Service. Dr Chris Wright preached the sermon and an offertory
procession by the Commentary editors symbolically expressed thanks to God and entrusted the project to him for continued
blessing. The Service concluded with Holy Communion. There was tight security in anticipation of the arrival of the Vice-
President of India, Hamid Ansari, who had agreed to officially release the Commentary. Then the Vice-President was welcomed
with gifts of flowers, a shawl of friendship and a Bible. He released the ribbon-bound copy of the Commentary, followed by a
warmly applauded speech. ‘I am sure’, he said, ‘the Commentary will make the text more accessible to large number of people,
particularly in South Asia, and enable them to imbibe the message of love and compassion that Bible has for all humankind.’

A Christian politician who read the titles of the special articles was excited: ‘These will be useful for my speeches!’ A church
worker who sneaked an early preview of the Commentary exclaimed: ‘I can read this ... it’s ordinary language!’

The Commentary was written in English by 91 evangelical scholars from India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Pakistan and Bangladesh. It
consists of 1824 pages, with 90 specialist articles on South Asian realities. The new volume was published by Open Door
Publications (ODP) in Udaipur, with Zondervan as Western partner. A Hindi translation is already underway and work has
started on an Urdu version, while a Tamil translation is also being considered.

(Adapted from Transform: Langham Partnership News, Spring 2016, page 7.)

http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/intro.htm
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A subtle Revolution!
A comment on the Papal Letter, Amoris Laetitia by Dr Thomas Schirrmacher

In terms of language and in its very nature, worlds separate the the Pope’s letter, Amoris Laetitia on marriage and family from
writings by earlier popes on sexual ethics, even if the official teaching by the church has hardly changed. The writing is more
ordinary, generally understandable, and oriented towards real life situations. The Pope expresses thanks for many
contributions made which have helped him understand family (4) and rejects having one solution which is valid for everyone,
i.e., doctrinal intervention (3). The document contains a lot of ‘self-criticism’ (36). This is quite unique for a papal document, at
least when one considers those prior to 2013.

A positive appreciation for sexuality and eroticism is found throughout, without there immediately being restrictions, as was
common earlier. That has consequences, for instance when the Pope writes self-critically that a calling to love and mutual support
has been ‘overshadowed by an almost exclusive insistence on the duty of procreation’ (36). The Pope refuses to make a universally
valid decision upon the actual issues from the last two bishops' synods in Rome, although both bishops' synods asked him for that in
the final document: ‘. . . I would make it clear that not all discussions of doctrinal, moral or pastoral issues need to be settled by
interventions of the magisterium’ (3). He essentially mentions four reasons for this stance:

1. Regional and cultural differences: ‘Each country or region, moreover, can seek solutions better suited to its culture and
sensitive to its traditions and local needs’ (3). The decentralization called for by the Pope, especially in Evangelii gaudium is
continuing. Decentralization has already been radically put into practice concerning the annulment of marriages by no longer making
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome responsible. What is already the case anyway has now officially been made
possible, which is that the practice of Catholic pastoral care in Germany will now differ from that in Poland or in Africa.

2. Applying ideal requirements to concrete situations: The Pope writes: ‘For this reason, a pastor cannot feel that it is enough
simply to apply moral laws to those living in 'irregular' situations, as if they were stones to throw at people’s lives’ (305). A pastoral
care provider has to look at each case individually and, at the same time, allow for compassion  ‘from our awareness of the weight of
mitigating circumstances – psychological, historical and even biological . . .’ (308). So the Pope opens up the possibility that in
individual cases those who have divorced and remarried might receive access to communion.

3. A plea for a decision based on conscience on the part of believers: An upward revaluation of conscience on the part of believers
is a thread running throughout the document (37, 42, 83, 222, 265, 298, 300-303), for example, in the case of communion for the
divorced and remarried or in the case of contraception. Believers make the final decision based on conscience. Indeed, one can read
all of this in St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), whom the Pope quotes repeatedly. However, it was particularly under Pope John Paul
II that conscience was seen just as the executive body when it comes to church teaching.

4. There is no such thing as 'for life': This has to do with compassion and with integration of the believer who has become guilty.
‘No one can be condemned for ever, because that is not the logic of the Gospel!’ (297). According to the Pope, it can no longer be
maintained that a believer living in what is an ‘irregular’ situation is in the condition of mortal sin and living without grace (301). The
judgment 'for life' has in a certain sense been done away with.

For the conservative wing of the Catholic Church, this document is a nightmare, as discussions on the web are demonstrating at
the moment. In the place of non-negotiable legal norms binding in every individual situation, there are numerous reasons why priests
and believers can deviate from the norm in individual cases.  This change has serious consequences because now it is going to be
difficult if not impossible for the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to admonish bishops' conferences or bishops themselves
in the issues addressed. With this document, the church gives up a part of its supervisory authority in questions of sexuality.

The Pope does all of this without at any point changing church teaching itself, as long as one does see the emphasis on culture,
individual situations, and conscience as a shift in the entirety of the Church's moral doctrine. This becomes clear when looking at the
topic of homosexuality. It is not an central topic of sexual ethics but it is almost treated incidentally, not more and not less than, for
instance, cohabitation of unmarried heterosexuals, which is also not seen as corresponding to the ideal within the creation.

Ecumenically, the document opens doors in the direction of Orthodox and classical Protestant ethics.  More liberally oriented
Protestants will be deeply disappointed, but large parts of the Evangelical world will understand the document to be a rapprochement
to their position: biblically prescribed basic ethical positions and pastoral care applied to life and conscience are not seen as being
in conflict with each other. Also, one finds that a rapprochement with other Evangelical and classical Protestant positions. The
points of departure are consistently small Bible studies which are dispersed throughout the entire document. It is not only
compassion which is emphasized; rather, God's grace always comes first and humanity is not able to bring about God's order
and ‘covenant’ without God's continual grace (36, 37, 35). That which is typically Catholic has taken a strong step backwards.
Even a long closing chapter about Mary including prayer to Mary , which had been typical of Pope Francis up to now, has
yielded to a short ‘prayer to the holy family.’

To see the full papal statement, click here
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Do you know about GETI ’17?
C. Rosalee Velloso Ewell, PhD  Executive Director, WEA Theological Commission

Over the next 12 months many Christians around the world will be participating in events and services
to mark the 500 years of the Protestant Reformation, which was led by German theologian Martin Luther
in the early part of the 16th century. One of the distinguishing characteristics of the Reformation
movement was a return to deep and thoughtful engagement with the Scriptures – an examination of how
the Bible speaks to Christians of all ages, challenging the church with prophetic words and guiding all
Christians to be better witnesses in the world and to participate in God’s revolutionary kingdom.

In Germany next year, members of the Theological Commission will serve as teachers and tutors in
GETI ’17 – the Global Ecumenical Theological Institute (19 May – 01 June 2017). Dr Rosalee Velloso Ewell, Executive Director of the
TC is part of the executive planning committee for GETI ’17 and has recently participated in meetings with other committee
members in Hamburg and Berlin. She is hopeful that GETI ’17 will also include one or two members of the WEA’s Mission
Commission. Theological reflection on mission is fundamental to the growth of the church and a church without mission leads to
poor theology. GETI ’17 aims to bring faculty and students who are passionate about both mission and theology.

GETI’17 is an ecumenical-theological initiative for education and encounter for advanced theology students from all over the
world who are studying in Europe. It is the hope of the organisers that the concrete encounter and joint studies will contribute to a
growing network of young theologians and will strengthen better understanding between Christians in Europe and people from all
over the world. Participants will study and experience horizons of an ecumenical theology and ecclesiology that will challenge their
preconceptions and encourage them to reflect about what it means to be part of the body of Christ. The academic focus for GETI ’17
encompasses three main areas:  Reforming Theology, Migrating Church, and Transforming Society

These three areas are themes of common concern for churches around the world, but have had more media attention in the past
few years due to the large number of refugees trying to reach Europe from the Middle East and North Africa. GETI ’17 includes in its
faculty lecturers who have vast experience and knowledge about migration and minority ecclesial communities. It also includes
students from countries where persecution and violence is most acute.

The dates for GETI ’17 are set to coincide with the German Kirchentag, a lay movement for renewal of the church and service in
society. Kirchentag gathers hundreds of thousands of people for events all over the country, with a focus on the cities of Berlin and
Wittenberg. GETI ’17 students and faculty will participate in the Kirchentag and will also host events during the whole of the
Kirchentag commemorations.

There are only a few spaces left for evangelical theological students. If you are
a professor or lecturer who has students that would benefit from the unique
experience that GETI ’17 offers, please refer them to the registration form on the
website (http://www.geti-17.de/). This is an important moment for Evangelicals
in theological education to learn from and to speak into a program for the
renewal of the church and transformation of society.
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Wilf Gasser to leave WEA
Dr Wilf Gasser, a medical doctor with wide experience in a number of fields, including pastoral
leadership, who was appointed as Associate Secretary General of the World Evangelical Alliance, in
2012, is leaving the organisation. Dr Gasser has also worked as a business consultant and was a member
of the Berne, Switzerland, Regional Parliament for five years.

His role in WEA, alongside Gordon Showell-Rogers, the other Associate Secretary, focused on assisting
the ministry of networks and service arms of the WEA.  His decision to resign follows recent changes to
the personnel, structure and operation of the WEA.  He said, ‘My heart will continue to be with the WEA,
and through my role as Chairman of the Swiss Evangelical Alliance I will stay connected in some way.’

http://www.geti-17.de/)
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/
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WEA Theological Commission at 5th Anniversary of
‘Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious World’ Document

At the invitation of the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue (PCID), on the occasion of the fifth
anniversary of the document ‘Christian Witness in a Multi-
Religious World: Recommendations for Conduct,’ officials
from the Roman Curia and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of Italy, representatives of the World Council of Churches
(WCC) and World Evangelical Alliance (WEA), as well as
scholars from African Traditional Religions, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Sikhism, Taoism and Tenrikyo met
in Rome on Tuesday, 21 June, 2016. This document,
published on 28 June, 2011, was a joint venture by the PCID,

the WCC and the WEA.

The three bodies were represented by their representatives for interreligious dialogue, H. Em. Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran
(PCID), Dr. Clare Amos (WCC) and Prof. Dr. Thomas Schirrmacher (WEA).  The keynote address was presented by H. Em.
Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the PCID, as well as reports on the implementation of the document.

Speaking for the WEA, Dr Thomas K. Johnson said, ‘Codes for conduct, or codes of ethics, generally arise in response to a
need. The need to which this 2011 code of ethics for religious persuasion—for propagating and promoting the faith—
responded is the extent to which religious faith has been entangled with human conflicts since the dawn of history . . . Religion
has long been associated with the mistreatment of people who do not have the same religion or the same religious
experience.  In an astonishingly unified manner, the representatives of almost all Christians joined to address this ancient
problem which has been amplified in our time by globalization. We could not say that we will not talk about our faith or invite
other people to come to our faith, because the message that God is reconciling the world to himself in Jesus Christ is the most
important news we have received; rather, what we have said is that there are recognizably good and evil ways of treating
people when we talk about and promote our faith.’

Johnson concluded, ‘In our age marked by extreme levels of religious persecution, religious violence, and religious
terrorism, it is time to articulate the universal standards by which people of all religions can clearly distinguish the honest
practitioners of their faith . . . Within Christendom we have done our homework and have written a code of ethics for Christian
proclamation. All the people represented here today should continue on toward another history-making code of ethics
related to the protection, proclamation, promotion, and propagation of all religious, philosophical, or ideological messages.’

Adapted from http://www.bucer.de/ressource/details/bonner-querschnitte-252016-ausgabe-420.html

WEA Business Coalition Gears Up
In January 2016, Timo Plutschinski (Director of the WEA’s Business Coalition)

formed the Council for Business & Theology (CBT). The CBT is one of three councils
created to address issues identified at the 2015 WEA Strategic Business Consultation
(the other councils cover Business & Ministry Finance, and Business & Global
Strategies).

The CBT exists to give a platform for the best global theological voices on business,
� nance, and economics, with the aim of equipping the worldwide evangelical church
to apply Christian theology to these areas in its life and public voice.

The founding members of the Council are drawn from around the world, and cover a range of theological and business
backgrounds.

The Council is working on an initial set of projects, all based on being a platform. The first project to be completed is a
special edition of the WEA’s journal, the Evangelical Review of Theology. The edition, to be published in January 2017,  brings
together a number of articles and reviews on issues around business and economics, and will form the basis of an eventual
edited book, all aimed at a broad scholarly audience.

Broader plans include a repository of contacts, reviews, and recommendations on the CBT’s upcoming website,
commentary and press releases on current global issues, a survey, and facilitating the development of online resources.

A key event which the CBT is involved in is the upcoming Global Workplace Forum, being held in Manila in 2018. The Forum
will be jointly hosted by the Lausanne Movement and the WEA. Timo Plutschinski and Lyndon Drake are both in the working
group planning the Forum.

http://www.bucer.de/ressource/details/bonner-querschnitte-252016-ausgabe-420.html
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Death of Influential Missions Leader
Robertson McQuilkin, an author and missions leader who was formerly president of Columbia

International University (CIU), died June 2 aged, 88. He was president of CIU, an independent
Christian college in Columbia, S.C., for 22 years, helping to double enrolment and found two radio
stations before announcing unexpectedly that he was stepping down to care for his first wife
Muriel, who was in the advanced stages of Alzheimer's, according to a CIU news release. She died
in 2003. In announcing his resignation from CIU, McQuilkin told faculty and students according to
an audio recording posted online by Christianity Today, ‘I promised “in sickness and in health, til
death do us part,” and I'm a man of my word.”

During McQuilkin’s presidency, the school was known as Columbia Bible College and then
Columbia Bible College and Seminary, taking the name CIU in 1994.

McQuilkin also was remembered as a zealous proponent of worldwide evangelism and the
patriarch of a family that helped pioneer the concepts of researching and reaching unreached
people groups. Before assuming the presidency of CIU in 1968, McQuilkin served 12 years as a

missionary in Japan. His father Robert C. McQuilkin was the school's first president and also possessed a noted missionary zeal.
The elder McQuilkin decided not to go to Africa as a missionary only after the ship scheduled to carry him and his wife across
the Atlantic burned and sunk the day before its scheduled departure.

Chip McDaniel, an Old Testament professor at Southeastern who formerly taught at CIU and knew McQuilkin, told Baptist
Press, ‘In multi-denominational, broadly evangelical missions circles on the east coast, people would look to the McQuilkin
family as kind of the gold standard of the missionary thrust.’

McQuilkin is survived by his second wife Deborah Jones, five children,  and their families.
                                                                                              Adapted from http://www.baptistpress.com/46981/cius-robertson-mcquilkin-a-hero-indeed-dies

 WEA Discusses Future Cooperation with WCC
By Peter Kenny

The leadership and representatives of the World
Evangelical Alliance (WEA) and the World Council of
Churches (WCC) met in the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey,
Switzerland to explore and discuss possible areas of future
cooperation on May 20, 2016. The gathering  featured
introductions to the work of the WEA and the WCC, and
participants reflected together on current developments
in society and churches, and in evangelical and ecumenical
movements. The two organizations shared current plans
and discussed possibilities for closer collaboration on
thematic areas such as ‘public witness and peace-building
in inter-religious contexts’ and ‘theological reflection,
education and formation’.

This was the second meeting with the leadership and representatives, although it was the first meeting with both heads of
organizations present and where perceptions about both the WEA and WCC were discussed.

Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, general secretary of the WCC said, ‘Christians and their communities around the world are aware
today, as never before, that life itself is in peril. So many dangers – climate change, certainly: but also poverty and economic
injustice, threats to health and well-being, violence and war – endanger humanity and can drain our hope.’

Tveit also noted, ‘The ecumenical work and collaboration on advocacy – raising a voice together with those needing
accompaniment for justice and peace – is a genuine task for a fellowship of churches who together express faith in the triune
God of life. This faith dimension of advocacy for justice and peace should convey hope. In my view, a commitment to convey
hope should also be considered as a criterion for the critique of religion.’

The role of religion and violence was discussed at the meeting. ‘All religions can generate extremists,’ the WEA general
secretary Bishop Efraim Tendero observed, ‘but Christian teaching about salvation through Christ rejects all kinds of religious
violence. A religion becomes extremist when it uses force or violence to impose truth claims on other people or to apply those
truth claims to its own members. As religious leaders, it is our duty and call to promote, to teach, to foster the peace in our
traditions.’

The meeting between the WCC and WEA leadership proved to be an important step forward in the growing relation and
cooperation between the Council and the Alliance. There was a strong feeling that the vulnerable situations today in many parts
of the world need a united voice from Christians supporting all efforts to build justice and peace.

Adapted from http://www.bucer.de/ressource/details/bonner-querschnitte-212016-ausgabe-416-eng.html

http://www.baptistpress.com/46981/cius-robertson-mcquilkin-a-hero-indeed-dies
http://www.worldevangelicals.org/tc/intro.htm
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 Good Business
By Dr Lyndon Drake

Executive Chair of the Council for Business & Theology, World Evangelical Alliance

One Sunday a few years back I had an unusual experience, and not one that was
obviously theological. My boss called me in to the office to help plan for how we would
trade through the Lehman bankruptcy the next morning. I was working as a government
bond and interest-rate derivatives trader, and that Sunday morning marked the
beginning of the gravest week of the financial crisis.

The hours and days that followed were intense, to say the least, and left me with a
vivid and abiding emotional connection to the crisis. I was also left with a desire to apply
the gospel to systemic issues of business, and particularly to the financial system.

You see, in contrast to my wealthy workplace during market hours, my wife and I
lived in one of the poorest areas of London. We saw first-hand the effects of a crisis
that for me peaked during that week and mostly affected my emotional state, but which
for others destroyed their livelihoods and left them destitute in the months and years
that followed.

Alongside that destruction and destitution, we saw the good that financial markets and business could bring. I
lent billions of pounds to the British government, and some of that money transformed the rather grim hospital in
which our eldest son was born into a state-of-the-art facility by the time our second son arrived. One of the largest
derivatives trades I priced enabled a sports facility and affordable housing development to transform a central
London suburb.

But, in an experience that many Christians with a business background can sympathise with, I felt as if I was
working and reflecting in a theological vacuum.

In the years since, I’ve realised that there are already wonderful resources for helping Christians understand the
workplace. But I’ve also become convinced that considerable work remains to be done, particularly in two areas.

The first concerns economics and the structure of society. All too often, public engagement by churches on
economic issues has been marked by ignorance, or by theologians co-opted to a political agenda (left-wing and
right-wing, in different places and times). In these conversations we need to include both economists with their
systemic and technical expertise, and biblical scholars with their exegetical skill. There is a reasonable consensus
about the theology of personal wealth ethics (even if Christians are sometimes disinclined to follow that
consensus). A similar consensus simply does not exist for a theology of economics, finance, and business at a
systemic rather than personal level.

The second key area is around the meaning of work, which is closely tied to the less-studied issue of the place
of business in society. Within the global evangelical church, the innate value of work is widely acknowledged—but
often only nominally. Business (and hence work) is often regarded as having a contingent value: we might set up
a business as a platform or enabler for mission, or encourage workers to see their workplace as primarily a forum
for personal evangelism. Until there is an evangelical consensus on the theological meaning of work, it is likely to
be difficult to shift this deep-seated contingent understanding of work. Is work primarily a calling or a charism? What
is the place of Christology in understanding work—surely a vital part of a genuinely ‘Christian’ theology of work?

We need to work towards a common, theologically-drive understanding on these issues, so that the evangelical
church around the world can have a prophetic voice to society. That prophetic voice can help to transform society,
especially by bringing justice and righteousness for the poor. Transformation in turn has the capacity to open doors
for the proclamation of the gospel: people will see that the church‘s message has the power to bring real change,
and that it is relevant to the work individuals carry out.

I‘m very encouraged to see the development of the platform that the Council for Business and Theology brings
together around these issues. An extraordinary group of people are involved with the CBT, and I for one am eager
to see what they produce in the coming months and years.
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